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My Gift 
By Isabel M. Wood 


CANNOT add one pearl to Thy vast store, 
Nor prick Thy Heaven with one star the 
more. 


The wayside daisy — flower of little worth — 
Is born of Thee and of its mother earth. 


I cannot give, O Lord, into Thy hand, 
Of my own making, one small grain of sand: 


But this, my life, Thou wilt accept of me, — 
A chalice brimming full with love for Thee. 


Light Amid War News 


Christ’s resurrection is the keystone 
of the Gospel. “If Christ be not raised, 
your faith is vain. .. . But now is Christ 
risen from the dead” (1 Cor. 15:17, 20). 
All Christians believe this, but it was 
encouraging to find in a large secular 
newspaper, the Philadelphia Inquirer at 
Easter time, clear statements of both-the 
importance and the truth of the resur- 
rection. “Because the Son of man 
proved by his glorious resurrection the 
indubitable validity of his claim to be 
the incarnate Son of God,” said the edi- 
torial, “a great truth which even his 
disciples had been unable to grasp in 
any but a restricted sense burst forth 
into the view of common men... . In 
that monumental moment the resurrec- 
tion became the keystone of a faith that 
was destined to emancipate mankind 





forever: from the bondage of death... . 
It was no mere man but the Lord of 
all fhe earth who, with the simplicity of 
majesty, had said: ‘He that believeth 
in me, though he were dead, yet shall 
he live: and whosoever liveth and be- 
lieveth in me shall never die.’” Here 
was a bright spot among pages crowded 
with news from a world becoming more 
and more filled with tragedy. 


2 
Remembered by Name 


Only one memory is faultless. With 
the passing years our memories grow 
dim, and facts and names and faces fade 
from our minds. But the Lord Jesus 
Christ knows those who are his, he calls 
them by name, and he prays for them 
unceasingly. A letter sent recently to 
the friends of the Great Commission 
Prayer League contains the following 
words of encouragement: “Each one to 
whom this letter goes is upon the 
prayer list of the writer; and infinitely 
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better, is upon the daily list of Him who 
calleth His own sheep by name (John 
10:3). For if, as a shepherd he calleth 
his own sheep by name, surely as Inter- 
cessor he is able to remember each one 
by name before the Father (Heb. 7:25). 
He remembers every need, every diffi- 
culfy, every longing of every child of 
God. And so (to make the reality more 
real), ‘today’ you: can say: ‘Jesus is 
remembering me, by name before the 
Father, and His prayer will be an- 
swered; for, however weak my faith, his 
petitions for me are offered with an om- 
nipotent faith which God must and will 
answer for his own glory and my good.’ 
Believest thou this, that he remembereth 
thee by name? Though thou believest 
not, nevertheless, ‘he abideth faithful.’” 
It is reassuring to read, “And God re- 
membered Noah . . and the waters 
asswaged” (Gen. 8:1). However great 
the trial through which we may be pass- 
ing, we know that God remembers us, 
and we may expect the waters to go 
down. 
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Building a Christian Home—ll 


The Testimony of a Christian Father 


scheme of things. It is the key- 

stone of the Christian family. 
Our children were sometimes playfully 
disobedient, then we had to use our 
sense of humor. When willful disobe- 
dience showed itself, I felt the necessity 
of dealing with it with a strong hand. 
The seed of a later crisis might lie in 
such a situation. Once I asked one of 
our very young children to pick up a 
paper from the floor. He replied, “I don’t 
wants to!” The request was repeated, 
and so was his reply. The other chil- 
dren encouraged him to obey, but with- 
out avail. His sister offered him a re- 
ward. It was not until he had been pun- 
ished several times that he yielded. “He 
that spareth his rod hateth his son: but 
he that loveth him chasteneth him be- 
times” (Prov. 13:24). “Foolishness is 
bound in the heart of a child; but the 
rod of correction shall drive it far from 
him” (Prov. 22:15). “Withhold not cor- 
rection from the child: for if thou beat- 


CS scneme is important in God’s 


est him with the red, he shall not die. 
Thou shalt beat him with the rod, and 
shalt deliver his soul from hell” (Prov. 
23:13, 14). 

Of course parents must teach their 
children the necessity of suffering for 
wrongdoing. “You have done wrong,” 
I used to tell them, and then I would 
often punish them. Someone must suf- 
fer for every wrong, and to let children 
“get away” with wrongdoing is to head 
them for the penitentiary. 

We must be just and fair to them. 
When I find I have punished wrongfully 
or too severely, I apologize. 

Children need a certain amount of 
freedom to develop. “Don’ts” hinder 
them. Sometimes when we give them 
leeway their initiative is startling. Once 
when we returned home, a swimming 
pool was partly made in the side yard. 
At another, I had some sweet william 
in the garden developed from the year 
before. I came along just as an ambi- 
tious young gardener had ruined it. Of 
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course extremes must be avoided. Just 
now a closet is being used as a dark 
room. The floor of another room is filled 
with tracks and the neighbor boys come 
in to play with the trains. Their mother 
doesn’t always insist on the boys helping 
her when they want to build boats. 
Once I made a swing about fifty feet 
high which was extremely popular; also 
a little “scenic” or roller coaster which 
attracted crowds of children. If they 
have reasonable freedom and are happy, 
I have found it is not so'hard to restrain 
them from indulging in the pleasures of 
the world. Some Christians are very 
proud of their “spic and span” house- 
keeping and perfect yards. Uncon- 
sciously they have driven their children 
away from under their eye and influence, 
and later wonder why they have not 
turned out right. What we lost in grass 
on the front yard, we gained in chil- 
dren’s smiles. 

A family spirit is important. In gen- 
eral we all share our letters. Everybody 
knows and is interested in what is go- 
ing on in the family, in each other’s joys 
or sorrows. We can pray together about 
special situations. Now that the chil- 
dren are grown and some have left 
home, frequent letters are received, and 
my wife’s frequent postals keep them 
up-to-date on family affairs. 

Should parents choose their children’s 
lifework for them? We think not, but 
try to find out what work appeals to 
them, and counsel and pray with them. 
One son, who is a very sincere and 
humble Christian, was greatly perplexed 
about his lifework. We prayed and 
prayed for a long time. He wanted to 
do inventing, but was willing to do any- 
thing. Finally he had a chance to pick 
cherries in the yard of a successful in- 
ventor. He did his best. On the same 
property another inventor had a small 
factory. Later providentially he got an 
opportunity to work for him. He now 
has some outlet for his inventive ten- 
dency, likes his employer, associates, his 
work, and even the location of the plant. 
This was a clear case of answered 
prayer. In the case of a daughter and 
another son the leading of the Lord 
was very clear. He became first officer 
on an American Airlines plane. When 
he flies a ten-ton ship over our house 
sometimes he “gets a big kick out of 
it,” and so do we. 

We stand as a family against the the- 
ory of evolution because it is unbiblical 
and unscientific. We kept in close touch 
with what our children were taught in 
school, and familiarized them with the 
best articles and tracts against evolu- 
tion that we could find. 

As parents we took a firm stand 
against the use of tobacco in any form 
because it is a harmful habit. None of 
the children uses it. The body of the 
believer is a temple of the Holy Ghost. 

I knew the evils of the strong drink 
traffic, and warned our children against 
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it from infancy. My habit was to give 
them facts about alcohol, and tell stories 
from real life of the harm it does. I 
never took a drop during European 
travels. I had to rescue a man once, 
who, in a drunken stupor, was lying in 
the snow freezing to death. At another 
time I made an actual count as I saw 
young men crowding into _ saloons. 
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Ninety-eight entered one in fifteen min- 
utes. Our children are against liquor. 

The greatest safeguard against worldly 
amusements, after salvation, is to keep 
children continually happy with’ whole- 
some occupation, and to make the home 
attractive for them, and next, to see that 
they have proper companions. “Evil 


(Continued on page 432) 














NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS 














How Old Was Christ 
When He Died? 


I am enclosing a page from The Amer- 
ican Weekly, which attracted my atten- 
tion and which, after reading, I am in- 
clined to believe should be shown to be 
in error, especially as to the age of Christ 
at his crucifixion. 

The American Weekly has a large cir- 
culation, but so does THe Sunpay ScHoo. 
Trmgs, and it is very probable that others 
have read the article and would appre- 
ciate an analysis under “Notes on Open 
Letters” that would clear up this con- 
fusion. 

I know that the University of Chicago 
is tinged with Modernism, and this seems 
to be an example of it as the article in 
at least two instances states that there is 
a disagreement between Mark, Luke, and 
Matthew on the one hand and John on 
the other. This is a denial of the inspira- 
tion of the Scriptures, and this premise 
leaves the way open to doubt as to the 
truth of any Scripture—A Texas reader. 


Am referring to you an article given 
me from one of our Philadelphia Sunday 
newspapers that I thought might be of 
interest to you and perhaps if commented 
upon, with needed corrections, might be 
of help to some of our readers. 

It will be noticed Prof. Olmstead seems 
to have found some sort of a contradic- 
tion in some of the Gospel accounts con- 
cerning the date of our Lord Jesus’ sac- 
rificial death. 

Prof. Olmstead finishes quite well in 
urging all to be assured that in “taking 
John as our guide” we will be exact. 
This is excellent, especially if all would 
“take John as guide” in such important 
issues as the following, and accept them: 

“Jesus answered and said unto him .. 
Except a man be born again, he cannot 
see the kingdom of God” (John 3:3). 

“Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh 
away the sin of the world” (John 1:29). 

“Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the 
Christ is born of God” (1 John 5:1). 
—A Pennsylvania reader. 


This widely distributed page, with its 
gaudy pictures and black headlines, 
gives the impression that a startling new 
discovery has been made. Careful ex- 
amination of its statements, however, 
proves that it contains nothing new, as 
far as the Bible is concerned, except 
two unwarranted guesses. 

At the left side of the top of the page 
the statement is made in large black 





2A syndicated magazine, issued with the 
Sunday editions of a large number of news- 
papers, and claiming the “greatest circulation 
in the world.” 


letters, “The Exact Date of the Cruci- 
fixion April 7, 30 A. D.” Now there is 
nothing new in this statement. Many 
references could be given, some of them 
written a great many years ago, which 
mention April 7, A. D; 30, as very prob- 
ably the date of the crucifixion. The 
only thing that is new here-is Prof. 
Olmstead’s .certainty that this date is 
correct. This certainty is based only 
upon an unwarranted guess, as will be 
noted later. 

At the upper right hand side of the 
page it states in black letters: “Professor 
Olmstead, of the University of Chicago, 
Explains His Calendar Researches Which 
Show the Saviour Was Nearer 48 Than 
30 When He Died; That John Was More 
Accurate Than the Other Gospel Authors 
—and How a Really Authentic History 
of Jesus Is Possible at Last.” Reading 
the article, we find that not a word in 
it suggests that any “calendar research” 
proves that the Saviour was nearer 
forty-eight than thirty, or has anything 
whatever to do with his age at his death. 


(Continued on page 432) 























Next Week 


In articles appearing in Time 
magazine last fall concerning the 
Shrine worship crisis in Japan, 
special exiphasis was laid upon the 
fact that, thus far, Japanese Chris- 
tianity has shown little inclination 
to resist the Government’s demand 
that Christian schools and some in- 
dividual Christians take part in 
Shrine ceremonies. The cases of 
Presbyterian Toyohiko Kagawa and 
Methodist Bishop Yoshimune Abe 
were particularly cited. These men 
are well-known Modernists. A Sun- 
DAY ScHoot Trwes reader asks 
whether or not Fundamental Chris- 
tians of Japan have “kept the faith.” 
Dr. J. Gordon Holdcroft, for more 
than thirty years a missionary in 
Korea, and now General Secretary 
of the Independent Board for Pres- 
byterian Foreign Missions, answers 
this timely question in next week’s 
issue of THE SUNDAY ScHoo.t TIMEs. 
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War and the Prince of Peace 


The assurance that comes from the “ light that shineth 


By Dame Christabel Pankhurst 
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ARS and rumors of wars, nation 

W rising against nation, and king- 

dom against kingdom. This was 
a daring prophecy for the lowly Gali- 
lean, Jesus, to make in the heyday of 
the Roman peace. It was daring in its 
defiance of the then cherished human 
hope and pride in peace as the supreme 
achievement of the Cesars. But he who 
spoke this warning of a long age of 
much war and little peace foresaw with 
his time-conquering eye the breakup of 
the Roman Empire and the emergence 
from its ruins of separate nations and 
kingdoms. Well did he foreknow how 
they would break the Pax Romana and 
plunge into a series of wars, interrupted 
by war-rumorous seasons of so-called 
peace, 

How startling must have been his pre- 
diction of a world without order and 
unity, and fallen into the chaos of war! 
The iron peace of the Czsars was the 
nearest semblance of peace the earth 
has yet known, and men through the 
centuries have looked backward and 
hoped to recall it if they could, forget- 
ting that even that iron-strong peace 
broke, and will break again. . Better 
the forward look and upward call for the 
golden peace of Christ! 


History’s Dreary Repetition 

War, armistice, war —that is the ugly 
recurrent pattern of the history of many 
centuries, and especially our own. It 
is the -pattern foreshown by history’s 
chief Character, at his first entry on the 
historic scene. 

Over and over, his prevision of wars, 
divided only by precarious peace, has 
been fulfilled, but never so closely and 
strongly as in our time. The war of 
1914 began a new cycle of fulfillment. 
Yet that first world war was, in total 
neglect of prophecy, accounted the “war 
to end war.” 

That war to end war was followed in 
1918 by the armistice to begin peace. 
The armistice was thus celebrated at 
the Guild Hall by the Prime Minister 
of the day: 

“This solemn moment of triumph, one 
of the greatest moments in the history 
of the world, the great hour which rings 
in a new era, is going to lift up human- 
ity to a higher plane of existence for all 
the ages of the future.” 

This optimism was so general that war 
weapons were largely discarded, and 
wartime alliances wholly dissolved. A 
new experiment was risked in the shape 
of the League of Nations, framed: in 


As far back as 1914 Lord Grey said 
that “the lights had all gone out.” 
How well his phrase fits our own 
time! As Dame Christabel Pank- 
hurst points out in this second 
article in her series, men’s hopes 
have turned to despair as they have 
watched the failure of the League 
of Nations, the Locarno Treaties, the 
Kellogg Peace Pact, and all other 
plans of men for a better world. 
But there is one light that still 
shines undimmed, whose brilliance 
has not been touched by the passing 
storms of this world, and which still 
gives courage and strength to the 
heart of every Christian. It is the 
“more sure word of prophecy” which 
we have. In this article Dame 
Christabel Pankhurst shows that 
there will be no lasting peace 
until the Lord Jesus Christ comes 
back to establish it. Next week and 
the following week she will discuss 
“Efforts to Revive the Roman Em- 
pire,” and “Christ and Caesar.” 








accord with the vision of many a human 
seer. 

The League and its Covenant were 
later buttressed and mended, in confer- 
ences and colloquies, with pacts here 
and there. 

The arches of the years of armistice 
resounded with the cry of peace. 

Yet all the time, rumors of wars were 
on the increase. The pattern of his- 
tory was being repeated, but with 
greater speed, for the time between wars 
was getting shorter than formerly, and 
preparation for war more deadly. 

Finally, the armistice to begin peace 
ended in the second world war. 

The lights had all gone out, in Lord 
Grey’s phrase, in 1914. A quarter-cen- 
tury had passed, and, now the lights 
went out again—leaving still greater 
darkness. 


Dark Before Dawn 

Shining in this darkness is, happily, 
the “more sure word of prophecy,” 
which assures us that the darker the 
hour the nearer the dawn, the worse 
grows war, the nearer and surer is the 
coming of the Prince of Peace. 

In the prophetic forelight of his com- 
ing, we can look back with understand- 
ing and forward with confidence. 

We who foresaw post-war events 
through the glass of prophecy were kept 
throughout those armistice years from 
iN-founded hope, and from disappoint- 











































































































ment. The “failure of the League of 
Nations” has not made us doubt the 
eventual coming upon earth of the peace 
of God. The play “Geneva,” ending 
with the words “they came,” requires 
revision, but the books of the prophets 
do not. 

No student of prophecy believed that 
peace would come through the League 
of Nations — they could find in the Bible 
no promise of this. 

The return of war, after two decades 
of human peace efforts, could not dis- 
may those versed in prophecy. The fail- 
ure of these efforts was no surprise to 
those who recognized a _ supernatural 
element in war. The League of Nations 
could not even control the human nature 
of its component nations and much less 
could it control the supernatural ele- 
ment. 

The Locarno treaty-making was 
hailed, fifteen years ago, as giving “peace 
at last’—but not by exponents of 
prophecy, who did not believe, either, 
that the later Kellogg Peace Pact would 
banish war. 


The present tragic war they havc 
recognized as a new signal of the com- 
ing to earth, in Heaven’s good time, of 
the divine Prince of Peace. 


The Only Hope of Lasting Peace 


This prophetic outlook implies no in- 
difference to the outcome of the war, , 
and no denial that there can be, pend- 
ing the coming of the Prince of Peace, 
a certain measure of divine interven- 
tion to restrain war and grant a truce- 
time of relative peace. But absolute and 
lasting peace, with all its blessings, 
awaits the unmediated and personal in- 
tervention of the divine Prince of Peace. 

Until he comes again, the cause of 
peace and righteousness will be always 
in jeopardy. Evil things vanquished in 
one war return to the charge in the next 
war. Security, liberty, after being hard- 
won, come again and again into danger. 
When the very school children are writ- 
ing in their essays, “Twenty years ago 
we fought another war which was to 
end war, and in all probability we shall 
do it again in another twenty years,” 
it is needful to open to the people the 
prophetic vista of future peace on earth, 
through the coming, later or sooner, of 
the Heaven-sent Peace Bringer. 

Past generations have seen a sad se- 
quence of war to end war and win se- 
curity, and they have heard words curi- 
ously like those used today. “We have 
to choose either a dishonorable peace or 
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such a war as may bring forth and com- 
mand a settled peace and the liberty 
and freedom of this country.” Those 
words date from Queen Elizabeth’s 
reign. In the House of Commons, on 
February 17, 1800, Pitt defined the ob- 
ject of the war of that time, “in one 
word: Security.” He said again: “At 
this awful crisis, what we have at stake, 
what we have to contend for, is our 
property, our liberty, our independence, 
nay, our existence as a nation; it is our 
character, it is our very name as Eng- 
lishmen, it is everything dear and valu- 
able to man on this side of the grave.” 

Nearly 150 years later, our leaders, in 
a still greater peril, are saying precisely 
the same things. 

Some hundred years ago, another 
great man, Lord Brougham, then Lord 
Chancellor, assured the meeting in 1834 
of the British Association for the Ad- 
vancement of Science, that international 
co-operation of scientists “would be 
favorable to that greatest of all objects 
which human rulers ought to have in 
view, the maintenance of peace”; that 
the nations were already learning the 
futility of conflict and “the world is 
growing too wise and experienced to 
bear war.” Alas! more than a century 
later, the British Association Meeting 
of 1939 was dispersed midway by the 
outbreak of the world’s so-far greatest 
war! Assuredly the most urgent and 
profitable subject of discussion for the 
men of science who will assemble when 
the British Association meets again will 
be the scientific accuracy of Biblical 
prophecy of future events, and the sci- 
entific efficacy of the eventual cure for 
war envisaged by the prophets. 

War, the chronic disease of this age, 
has become acute. War is, in fact, as- 
suming apocalyptic size and violence. 
Formerly the anticipations of St. John 
seemed to critics beyond all possibility, 
but facts have undeceived them. The 
multitudinous modern armies came in 
with democracy, which on the Continent, 
at least, meant every man one vote and 
a gun. Where his vote has been taken 
away by dictators, the gun is still 
pressed into his hand. Modern science has 
strengthened the gun, and given to armies 
a new and terrific homicidal power. 
The laws of war which formerly limited 
slaughter are swept aside. Progress in 
warfare has been toward the worst! 

What a reason this is for the coming 
of him who can make a final end of 
war and set liberty, justice, righteous- 
ness, and peace upon a sure foundation. 

The cause of war is primarily the lust 
for power, and nowadays the lust for 
nothing less than world power, total 
power. For this great stake, a would- 
be conqueror will gamble the life and 
liberty of all humanity and will wade 
through blood to the steps of the world 
throne. He will take totalitarian risk 
for the sake of totalitarian power. 

World dominion is, in fact, the lure 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


to war. Until he comes to whom world 
dominion rightfully belongs, war will 
not end. The cure for war is the com- 
ing and Kingdom of Christ. 


(To be continued) 








Teaching by Objects | 


By Kenneth E. Pettijohn 




















VI. The Sin Remover 


Object: A bottle of ink eradicator, 
and ink writing on paper. 


Theme: When we come to.Christ, he 
removes our sin. 


OD removes our sin completely, and 

does not charge it against us, when 
we come to him through Jesus Christ. 
Here is a wonderful opportunity through 
this simple object lesson to present this 
great truth to the children of your Sun- 
day school in a different way. An easy 
way to attract attention is to tell the 
children you are going to perform an 
experiment in removing ink. Tell them 
that the purpose of the experiment is to 
remind them that God removes their sin 
if they will take Christ as their Sav- 
iour. 

Probably the most effective way to 
teach the lesson is to ask one of the 
boys (or girls) to help. Give him the 
sheet of paper that has some ink writing 
on it. The word SIN might be printed 
in large letters in the center of the 
paper. Ask your helper to tell the class 
or Sunday school what word is written 
on the paper. Then ask him if he knows 
what sin is. Doubtless the answer will 
be something like, “Sin is doing what 
God does not want us to do.” Ask the 
rest of the Sunday school if the answer 
is correct. They will likely agree that 
it is. Then tell them that you, too, 
agree, but that you also want them to 
know how sin started in. the beginning, 
and how it starts in each one of us. A 
reading and short explanation of Isa- 
iah 14:12-14 will accomplish this end. 
Show by reading Romans 3:23 how all 
are sinners, and by reading Romans 6: 
23 how the penalty of sin is death. 

The next step is to ask your helper 
to remove the ink with the ink eradi- 
cator. Be sure not to liken the eradica- 
tor to Christ. This is just an experi- 
ment, and the purpose is to show how 
ink can be removed. However, the 
analogy to be drawn is a comparison of 
the act of remeving the ink to the 
cleansing that takes place in our hearts 
when Christ becomes our Saviour. As 
the liquid is applied to the ink, and the 
paper becomes white, hold it up to the 
Sunday school, and say: “See how the 
paper is clean. That is what happens 
to our hearts when Christ comes in.” 
Then ask several of the children to show 
how the Bible proves your statement. 


May 94, 1941 


Verses like Isaiah 1:18; Isaiah 44:22; 
Psalm 103:12; or Jeremiah 31:34 will 
serve your purpose. Call particular at- 
tention in Psalm 103:12 to the fact that 
God removes our sin from us. 

Other verses that can be used are 
Acts 10:43; Hebrews 9:22; Ephesians 2: 
13; Acts 3:19; or Acts 22:16. The main 
truth to keep in mind, and to repeat 
at every opportunity during the object 
lesson is: “God removes our sin from 
us when we take Christ as our Sav- 
iour.” .This does not mean that we do 
not sin. It does mean that in spite of 
our sin God is merciful. He looks at us 
through Christ. Consequently, through 
Christ’s sinlessness, God does not see 
our sins. They are actually removed, 
just as the word sin is removed from 
the paper when the ink eradicator is 
applied to it. 

MINNEAPOLIS, 
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Fathers, Too 
By Edna Chase Jones 
A poem for Father’s Day, June 15 


Through sun and storm, through gain 
and loss, 
Our mother’s love will last; 
We always have one changeless friend 
Till she Beyond has passed; 
But, even then, some; more than blest, 
Have yet one real friend true — 
Some fathers love their little ones 
As mothers always do. 


And Daddy answers in the night 
His baby’s frightened cry, 
And Daddy’s bed a refuge is 
When fierce nightmares race by; 
His children, grown, rememb’ring him, 
Are tender, fine, and true, 
For some men love them when they’re 
grown 
As mothers always do. 


Some fathers’ hearts can brood and 
break 

When children go astray; 

Some men can love with selfless love 
Forever and a day; 

Some fathers plan and watch and pray — 
£ children only knew ! 

Some fathers love their grown-up ones 
As mothers always do. 


In after days we carry still 
That memory of love, 

A symbol till Eternity 
Of God’s care from above. 

So while we treasure Mother’s love, 
Remember Father’s, too: 

Some fathers love their little ones 
As mothers always do. 


we 


The annual index of the articles pub- 
lished in THE SuNDAy ScHooL Times in 
1940 may be obtained at 15 cents a copy 
from The Sunday School Times Co., 32 
N. 13th St., Philadelphia. Jum 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 


By Ernest Gordon 




















passing of Dr. Don Shelton of 
the National Bible Institute re- 
moves one of our great evangelical 


leaders. Dr. Shelton, who came from 
service in the Y. M. C. A. and later in 


‘the Congregational Home Mission So- 


ciety, was burdened with the spiritual 
needs of the masses of New York City. 
In 1907, in a tiny office in the Presby- 
terian Building, 156 Fifth Avenue, he 
started the National Bible Institute, hav- 
ing obtained permission to use the as- 
sembly room of the building for an eve- 
ning school for training Christian lay 
workers. From this modest beginning 
has, in thirty-four years, grown the 
great National Bible Institute with a 
large faculty, a student body of 550, and 
with 600 graduates on the mission field. 
Affiliated with and supported by the In- 
stitute are the Jerry McAuley Mission, 
which Dr. Shelton rescued from extinc- 


‘tion, the Beacon Light Mission on Third 


Avenue, and the Yale Hope Mission in 
New Haven. Dr. Shelton was a pro- 
digious worker, with great business gifts, 
a man full of sympathy for others and 
love to God, a true prince in Christ’s 
Israel. 

Miss Campagna, who is instructor in 
the prayer life and the doctrine of the 
Holy Spirit, gives, with a host of others, 
her appreciative word. She came to 
the Institute one day, twenty-two years 
ago, to do some stenographic work. “A 
Romanist, I had never even seen a copy 
of God’s Word. But that afternoon Dr. 
Shelton asked me into his office and for 
the first time I came in touch with a 
Christlike life. That afternoon’s conver- 
sation revolutionized my life. Soon after, 
I received the precious gift of salvation. 
My own father, mother, and grand- 
mother are now in that land that is 
fairer than day.” Dr. Shelton had a 
share in their salvation also. 


Joshua and Christ—In a_ recent 
Reader’s Digest appeared an imaginative 
sketch that coupled Joshua and Hitler. 
The idea of the writer, a Jewish littera- 
teur, was that the sufferings of the Jews 
through the centuries were punishment 
for the destruction of the Canaanites 
at the hands of Joshua’s soldiery, and 
that Hitler and the Germans were 
scheduled for a like fate if they indulged 
in barbarities against other peoples. But 
the fall of Jericho was some 1,400 years 
before Christ and was followed through 
the centuries by the greatest days of 
Jewish history. It was only after the 
crucifixion of Christ that the Temple 
finally fell, that Jerusalem was de- 


stroyed, and that the Jewish people went 
into their long and terrible exile. Why 
cannot Jews see the historical connec- 
tion? 


Jewish Feasts in Present-Day Pales- 
tine—The Feast of Passover is cele- 
brated in Jerusalem but without sacri- 
fice. A recent Jewish writer says: 
“There is much promenading through 
the streets, which are flooded with 
moonlight [as when, on Passover eve, 
our Lord left the upper room to g° to 
Gethsemane]. Young people enjoy sing- 
ing as they stroll along in groups.” There 
is nothing of the deep note that Chris- 
tians associate with the Feast; nothing 
about sin and redemption; nothing, of 
course, of “Christ our passover ... sac- 
rificed for us.” 

The time between Passover and the 
Feast of Firstfruits is observed as a 
time of mourning. But for whom? For 
Rabbi Akiba and his disciples who were 
martyred by the Romans in 165 C. E. 
(Notice it is C. E., Christian Era, not 
A. D., year of our Lord), because they 
insisted on continuing to teach the Law. 
Some day they will look upon him 
whom they have pierced, and all the 
tribes of the land shall mourn because 
of him. 

The Feast of Firstfruits (Shuvuos) 
has been re-established by Jewish 
farmers who are bringing the products 
of the soil as an offering to the Jewish 
National Fund. These are sold and the 
money used to redeem more land for 
Jewish settlers. People from many 
colonies flock into Tel Aviv with fruit, 
vegetables, dairy products, and grain. 
Wagons loaded with produce and auto- 
mobiles, gaily decorated, move in pro- 
cession. There is singing by children 
dressed in white with gay wreaths on 
their heads. It is a joyful time. But 
how much more joyful when Israel rec- 
ognizes Christ, “the first fruits” from the 
dead, and ‘shares in the joy of resur- 
rection glory.: 

The Feast of Succoth, or of Booths, 
has also been revived as a festival of 
the reoccupied land and of sacrifice for 
the Jewish National Fund. A huge ban- 
ner with the words of Bialik in Hebrew, 
“Our life has no meaning without land,” 
is hung over the central building of the 
National Fund in Jerusalem. Thousands 
of school children dressed in the Zionist 
colors, blue and white, lead in the sing- 
ing of the Psalm, “Our feet shall stand 
within thy gates, O Jerusalem,” to which 
the crowd add a mighty chorus. 

The promise to Abraham was indeed 


of a land. But it was also of a seed 
in which all the nations of the earth 
should be blessed. The present Jewish 
heart is fixed on the land. They do not 
recognize the seed. Some day they will 
understand that “life has no meaning” 
without the seed of Abraham and David, 
the Messiah Jesus, Lord of all. 


The Canary Islands are under the 
Spanish flag. Brave Helen Carder and 
her husband James Carder are facing 
the Jesuit there and preaching an un- 
wanted Gospel, unwanted at least by 
the authorities. She writes of condi- 
tions: “Many rumors, strictest censor- 
ship, uncertainty of the future and of 
food supply (the very birdseed for 
canaries is rationed). Olive oil, sugar, 
soap are rationed; they are very scarce 
and frightfully high. Filth and skin dis- 
eases prevail as soap is so scarce! Fears 
of the man on the red horse, War, with 
all preparations for his coming; of the 
man on the black horse, Hunger, his 
shadow on the land—the long, slow 
process of undernourishment, starvation 
in many cases, though the rich have 
plenty; of the man on the pale horse, 
Pestilence,— infantile paralysis, diph- 
theria, typhoid, and typhus, with much 
tuberculosis taking greedy toll. Ah, that 
they might know the Man in Glory who 
shall one day come on a white horse in 
victory, King of kings, Lord of lords, the 
Lord Jesus Christ! 

“We are giving out many portions and’ 
New Testaments, and a few Bibles to 
those who really want them. But oh, 
how hard it is to instruct and teach 
when no meeting of any kind can be 
held, and all the work of soul-winning 
and further teaching must be done in 
visits and through conversations! It 
means unspeakable outpouring of 
strength and energy and time. 

“The servant next, door is coming to 
the light, also an ex-schoolteacher and 
a woman from Cuba. We have spoken 
of Christ to an Arab unbeliever, to a 
rich Jew, and to others. 

“Here a young Argentinean, four years 
in a concentration camp, his eyesight 
practically lost from anemia and the 
things suffered there, heard of us as 
‘Gospel people’ and came, and finally 
found the Saviour from sin, who worked 
miracles in his behalf and helped him 
back to his native land. 

“Dr. Juan in another town, paralytic, 
completely immobile from arthritis, 
young, just starting his career when 
stricken, brilliant, unbelieving, but is 
now listening; also his nurse, an aunt, and 
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a priest who visits.” (The treasurer of 
the Fundamental Gospel Mission, under 
which Mr. and Mrs. Carder are working, 
is Mrs. Alexander Kerr, 721 Title Insur- 
sance Bldg., Los Angeles.) 


A Leader in Bible Distribution.—For 
twenty years the Rev. J. L. McLaughlin 
was in Bible work in the Philippines. 
In late years his field has been Chicago, 
with the Chicago Bible Society which 
has recently celebrated its centenary. 
Under his leadership circulation has in- 
creased fourfold in ten years and in- 
come tenfold. The Society offers Bibles in 
sixty-five different languages. Mr. Mc- 
Laughlin seeks out new methods. Thus, 
before last Christmas, he asked clergy- 
men of a score of denominations to put on 
their bulletin boards this poster: “Give a 
Bible for Christmas.” As a result the 
elevator of the Society offices worked 
overtime, and hundreds of people made 
presents of Bibles of various sorts. Chi- 
cago is said to be more Bible-conscious 
‘today than at any time since the days of 
Billy Sunday. 


“Panipat Listens,” an article in Asia, 
describes the village radio in centers 
about Delhi, India. The people are too 
poor to own individual receiving sets, 
but they own one in common and gather 
at stated times to listen to reports of 
the progress of the great war. They 
have become wonderfully intelligent as 
to world affairs. “In Panipat, the father 
of the writer presides every night over 
a gathering that sometimes goes up to 
a hundred or more, depending on the 
news value of the previous day’s events. 
The gathering listens in hushed silence, 
broken only by the sound of the hookah, 
or water pipe, as it passes from lip to 
lip.” Here is an agency which, as in 
China and South America, should be 
pressed into the service of the Gospel. 


The Reversion to Paganism in Japan. 
—The China Weekly Review prints the 
following ominous report of the Havas 
News Agency: 

“Revision of the educational program 
in Miyagi Prefecture mission schools 
will soon be enforced to bring them 
in line with ‘national policy to exalt 
Nippon Spirit,’ the Hochi reports. The 
so-called ‘Bible system of education’ in 
Christian mission schools will be dras- 
tically revised. Intended reforms pro- 
vide that, in the future, the Tuesday 
and Friday pre-school chapel services 
will be preceded by services of ‘distant 
worship of the Emperor.’ 

“The Japenese national anthem will 
be sung at these early morning serv- 
ices and special emphasis will be placed 
on the fostering of the Nippon Spirit. 
. . . Furthermore, since parts of the 
Bible have been termed harmful to the 
moral education of the Japanese people 
in present wartime circumstances, and 
since it has not received government 
approval as a school textbook, the holy 
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book will be completely eliminated from 
school curriculums. 

“Bible lessons may be given after 
school hours to those who desire such 
teaching. In school a textbook of moral 
lessons approved by the Education Min- 
istry is to be used.” 

In China the Japanese have formed a 
League for Religious Co-ordination in 
Central China so that the various faiths 
and doctrines “in keeping with our 
national policy may lead the confused 
and suffering people of China toward 
the establishment of a new nation and 
simultaneously uplift morally the Jap- 
anese residing in China.” In the pre- 
amble to this statement it is declared, 
“Japanese hostilities have, as their sole 


purpose, the establishing of peace in - 


East Asia and the creation of a vigorous 
New China.” 


Christian Students in China.—The 
Rev. Tze-Ven Hsiang of the Wenling 
Church for Students writes of the ter- 
rible bombing of Kunming. A large 
part of Yunnan University was de- 





‘The Scofield Course 
in Chinese 


The story of the Rev. C. K. Chang, 
as taken from his “Short Story of 
My Conversion and God’s Subse- 
quent Leadings, Recorded for His 
Glory Alone,” appears in China’s 
Millions. The long title suggests a 
Puritant saint, and Mr. Chang is such 
an one. He started in life as an ear- 
nest little ern ye of idols, but by 
a happy chain of circumstances be- 
came, in later years, a Bible teacher 
and an evangelist. He translated 
the Scofield Bible Correspondence 
Course into Chinese, fifteen volumes 
of instruction, which is now avail- 
able to Chinese Christians every- 
where. It has been published by 
the Hunan Bible Institute, and nearly 
a thousand students are at present 
enrolled in this course. 














stroyed. The Church Hospital was hit 
while he was working there washing 
the wounded and oarrying them to the 
operating room. 

Two hours after the all-clear siren, 
$400 was collected by students to pro- 
vide rice for the homeless. Groups of 
16 were organized under college phy- 
sicians and nurses to give first aid to the 
wounded. Digging corps were also formed 
to dig out those buried under debris. 
Students who had lost their belongings 
were given $25 by the Student Relief 
Committee and accommodation was 
made at the Church for Students for 
thirty homeless people. 


The Chinese show a generous loyalty 
when they have accepted a “foreign 
devil” as a friend to be trusted. During 
various outbreaks of antiforeign feeling 
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and political upheavals, warnings are 
given and shelter found for missionaries 
and others by Chinese men and women 
even at great personal risk. Sometimes 
this loyalty finds rather surprising ex- 
pression. Dr. Fearn, a woman doctor 
who has spent over forty years in China, 
writes in the New Chronicle, that on 
one occasion a medical commission was 
to visit a hospital which was in her 
charge. Unfortunately the visit hap- 
pened at the time of the Chinese New 
Year’s festival when the hospital was 
practically empty. Every Chinese who 
was not actually dead or dying had gone 
home. With expressions of regret she 
led the investigating doctors into what 
she expected was an unoccupied ward. 
To her surprise every bed was filled, and 
the staff nurses and doctors were on 
duty. Pausing at the first bed she recog- 
nized one of the inmates of a small 
cripples’ home and training school she 
had established. “Is Cheng-li sick?” she 
asked. “Not exactly,” was the reply, 
‘just heartsick because of the loss of 
face for our beloved doctor in having 
to show the foreign celebrities only 
empty wards.” With amazement she 
found that the cripples had risen to 
the occasion and become patients. When 
she explained to the “foreign celebrities” 
they roared with appreciative laughter. 


Dinner Table Evangelism finds ample 
warrant in the practice of the Lord 
Jesus. Many of his most searching mes- 
sages were spoken while he “sat at 
meat” in the house of some -Pharisee, or 
among publicans and sinners. Paul E. 
Graef, in the Gideon, shares his experi- 
ences with a similar technique. Years 
ago he was wondering how best he 
might secure the ear of a certain busi- 
ness acquaintance for Christ. He was 
led to make a luncheon appointment 
with the man. The result was conver- 
sion. Mr. Graef was convinced that God 
had opened up to him a new and fruit- 
ful way for reaching the hearts of men 
with the Gospel. For fifteen years 
scarcely a week passed without one or 
more persons being invited to lunch, 
and spoken to about his soul. 

Care was always taken to choose a 
restaurant of established reputation 
where the environment was refined and 
the food and service good. Concern was 
not limited to men with gold rings and 
goodly apparel. Men of humble means 
were often guests. Some had never con- 
fessed Christ, and conscious of the pres- 
ence and working of the Holy Spirit, Mr. 
Graef had the joy of bringing very many 
to decision. There were those, too, of 
a faith other than Protestant. No con- 
troversy was indulged in. The guest 
was made to feel that Mr. Graef’s in- 
terest was solely in establishing personal 
faith in Jesus Christ as Saviour. A 
third class were professing Christians 
and members of Protestant churches. 
These afforded the greatest opportunity 
of all, and yielded more decisions than 
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the two other groups together. “It never 
failed to astound me that so great a 
number of professing Christians have 
so little real understanding of the Gos- 
pel. ... In one period of nine months 
I could recall by name twenty-five men 
whom I found to be members of Prot- 
estant churches, and who, when asked, 
‘Do you know yourself saved?’ were un- 
able, with one exception, to answer in 
the affirmative. Of the twenty-four, one 
and all professed to rejoice in the as- 
surance of salvation before leaving the 
table. 

“One man had been an active church- 
man for years, an elder, superintendent 
of the Sunday school, and treasurer of 
the church. When asked in a most tact- 
ful way if he knew himself to be a 
‘saved’ man, he was evidently puzzled. 
When the question was repeated he an- 
swered, ‘I do not know what you mean.’ 
It did not take long to show him from 
God’s Word that every believer can 
and should have full assurance of being 
saved, and he rejoicingly accepted this 
wondrous and peace-bestowing truth. 


‘On parting he said, of his own accord, 


‘I shall make it the great purpose of 
my life, from this time on, to help others 
to know this truth.’” 


Abraham S. Jehuda, the eminent Bib- 
lical scholar and orientalist, recently ar- 
rived in New York, where 45 religious 
leaders of various faiths joined to do him 
honor. Professor Einstein was among 
those who sent greetings, expressing the 
hope that “Professor Jehuda’s. convinc- 
ing arguments and lucid presentation 
will contribute to revive and strefigthen 
the influence of the Bible, the greatest 
creation of the people of Israel.” Pro- 
fessor Jehuda declared that he consid- 
ered it “not only a scientific concern but 
a bounden duty to help those who cher- 
ish the Bible.” The Hebrew language, 
he said, “was a genuine creation of the 
Hebrews during their stay in Egypt... 
and it was Moses who brought to its 
high perfection the Hebrew in which 
the Pentateuch is written. Among the 
most important questions,” he added, 
“which I shall deal with in my forth- 
coming lectures and publications will be 
to establish the unity of the Pentateuch 
on linguistic grounds; to prove that the 
view held by Egyptologists and sup- 
ported by some Old Testament scholars 
that Pharaoh Akhenaten (Amenophis 
IV, died 1375 B. C.) was the founder 
of monotheism is a sheer fallacy; that 
Jehovah and not Jahveh is the true, and 
linguistically and grammatically the 
only possible, pronounciation of the He- 
brew name for God, and that the alleged 
existence of Jahveh idols in ancient Is- 
rael is without any tenable foundation.” 
Appreciation of Professor Jehuda’s work 
was expressed by several outstanding 
Jewish scholars. 


The first modern ghetto closed around 
300,000 Jews in Warsaw early last De- 
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cember. They are segregated within a 
concrete wall eight feet in height, which 
includes about 100 square blocks in the 
poor northwestern section of the devas- 
tated Polish capital. The wall had been 
under construction for several months, 
and has 18 entrances, all of which are 
heavily guarded. Special permits are 
necessary for entering or leaving the 
segregated area. “Like the Jews of the 
Middle Ages,” writes M: Zeidman, “the 
Jews of Poland are compelled to wear 
a yellow badge, to mark them as beings 
inferior to the Aryans. But that yellow 
badge is being proudly displayed. For 
them it is not a shame to wear it. It 
has become a symbol of glory. The dis- 
grace is upon those who force them to 
wear it.” ‘ 
Brief Notes 


Miss Eileen Joyce is a concert pianist 
who, with the London Philharmonic 
Orchestra, has recently toured the Eng- 
lish industrial areas, playing concerts 
of request numbers for the people of 
the poorer areas. When asked what 
music was asked for, she replied that 





Converted Head-Hunters 





There are extensive breakings away 
in the Lushai and Manipur hills of 
Northeast India and the Toronto 
Star Weekly gives interesting de- 
tails. The people were formerly 
head-hunters, often journeying a 
week or ten days through hills, val- 
leys, and jungle to find their quarry. 
Today many a respectable deacon or 
native pastor looks back to father or 
grandfather who engaged in this type 
of hunting. There are now some 
45,000 Christians. The Lushai hills 
cover 7,000 square miles, and here are 
churches built by the people them- 
selves with native pastors, deacons, 
treasurers, and secretaries, and with 
presbyteries meeting on the first 
Tuesday or the third Friday of every 
month. A generation ago they were, 
as the remoter tribesmen still are, 
ready to swoop down on villages and 
carry away a dozen boys and girls to 
sacrifice to demons. 











more requests came for Bach’s arrange- 
ment of “Jesus, Joy of Man’s Desiring” 
than for all others combined. 


Two Baptist missionaries on the Congo 
noticed at a jungle outpost school, a 
piece of paper attached to a stick which 
had been raised over the schoolhouse. 
When they asked what it meant the 
answer came, “Well, you see, wherever 
the Belgians go they raise their flag, 
and we are showing those pages from 
the Bible, for we are people of the 
Book.” 


“No man can say that Jesus is the Lord, 
but by the Holy Ghost.” Miss Rinker 
of the Oriental Missionary Society de- 
scribes a demon-possessed Chinese 
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woman who was ultimately delivered. 
She says of her, “She could repeat the 
name of Jesus after us, but the full 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ she 
found it impossible to say, so always 
substituted other words.” The Modern- 
ist, too, talks much of “Jesus” but does 
not confess with his mouth “the Lord 
Jesus.” 


The late Dr. John P. Wragg with his 
wife Mrs. Jessie E. Wragg, now just.de- 
ceased, organized and began the work of 


‘Bible distribution among the Negroes of 


the United States. They also, by their 
sacrificial savings during this whole pe- 
riod, donated a trust fund of $66,111 to 
establish the Haven Memorial agency 
among Colored People. 


The best kind of Church unity. This 
is joint action in Christian work. The 
Wayside Fellowship of the Episcopal and 
Presbyterian Churches of Southern 
Ohio are distributing thousands of Gos- 
pels in poor mining villages. 


Two Gideons were told by a Boston 
hotel clerk that, soon after Bibles were 
placed in his hotel, three men of Jewish 
faith thanked the hotel management for 
the use of the Bibles and two Roman 
Catholics complained because, while the 
rest of the hotel had been provided with 
Bibles, there were none in their rooms 
as yet. 


The Mam Indians live in the moun- 
tains of Guatemala, and are so eager 
to get the new translation of the New 
Testament that they pay their last cent 
and then add corn, beans, or wheat. A 
literacy campaign is being organized 
with the objective of a reader in every 
home. Special emphasis is being placed 
on family worship, where the Testa- 
ment will be read by the reader and 
listened to by young and old. 


Many German-Jewish refugees, ac- 
cording to Dr. Conrad Hoffman, are ill 
at. ease in Palestine in the intensely 
Jewish environment. Though not Chris- 
tians they prefer association with Chris- 
tians rather than with Jews. 


Loretto, an Italian place of pilgrim- 
age near Ancona, possesses the alleged 
house of the “holy family,” the so-called 
“Santa Casa,” which according to Cath- 
olic mythology was, in 1291, brought by 
angels through the air from Nazareth, 
first to Tersatto in Dalmatia, and then, in 
1294, to Loretto. The “Dear Lady of 
Loretto” (the Virgin Mary) has been 
declared by papal officials the patron 
saint of aviators, as St. Christopher is of 
automobilists. 


Rat Sunday, says World Dominion, is 
an important day among the Eskimos of 
the Church of England Mission at Ak- 
lavik, Northwest Territory, Canada. The 
muskrat catchers hold a thanksgiving 
service for their summer’s catch. From 
this, their main source of livelihood, 
each deposits on the offering plate two 
to five skins, worth fifty cents a piece. 
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LESSON 10. JUNE 8. BEGINNING OF WORLD MISSIONS | 
International Uniform Lesson.—Acts 12: 25 to 13: 12 

Golden Text.—Avnd he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.—Mark 16:15 
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Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Acts 12:25 And Barnabas and Saul returned from Jerusalem, 
when they had fulfilled their ministry, and took with them John, 
whose surname was Mark. 


Acts 13:1 Now there were in the church that was at Antioch 
certain prophets and teachers; as Barnabas, and Simeon that 
was called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen, which had 
been brought up with Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. 

2 As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost 
said, Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto 
I have called them. 

3 And when they had fasted and prayed, and laid their hands 
on them, they sent them away. 

4 So they, being sent forth by the Holy Ghost, departed unto 
Seleucia; and from thence they sailed to Cyprus. 

5 And when they were at Salamis, they preached the word 
of God in the synagogues of the Jews: and they had also John 
to their minister. 

6 And when they had gone through the isle unto Paphos, they 
found a certain sorcerer, a false prophet, a Jew, whose name 
was Bar-jesus: 

7 Which was with the deputy of the country, Sergius Paulus, 
a prudent man; who called for Barnabas and Saul, and desired 
to hear the word of God. 

8 But Elymas the sorcerer (for so is his name by interpre- 
tation) withstood them, seeking to turn away the deputy from the 
faith. 

9 Then Saul, (who also is called Paul,) filled with the Holy 
Ghost, set his eyes on him, 

10 And said, O full of all subtilty and all mischief, thou child 
of the devil, thou enemy of all righteousness, wilt thou not cease 
to pervert the right ways of the Lord? 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 
Acts 12:25 And Barnabas and Saul returned !from Jerusalem, 


when they had fulfilled their ministration, taking with them 
John whose surname wes Mark. 


Acts 13:1 Now there were at Antioch, in the church that was 
there, prophets and teachers, Barnabas, and Symeon that was 
called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen the foster- 
brother of Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. 2 And as they min- 
istered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Spirit said, Separate 
me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called 
them. 3 Then, when they had fasted and prayed and laid their 
hands on them, they sent them away. 


4 So they, being sent forth by the Holy Spirit, went down to 
Seleucia; and from thence they sailed to Cyprus. 5 And when 
they were at Salamis, they proclaimed the word of God in the 
Synagogues of the Jews: and they had also John as their attend- 
ant. 6 And when they kad gone through the whole island unto 
Paphos, they found a certain *sorcerer, a false prophet, a Jew, 
whose name was Bar-Jesus; 7 who was with the proconsul, 
Sergius Paulus, a man of understanding. The same called unto 
him Barnabas and Saul, and sought to hear the word of Cod. 
8 But Elymas the “sorcerer (for so is his name by interpreta- 
tion) withstood them, seeking to turn aside the proconsul from 
the faith. 9 But Saul, who is also called Paul, filled with the 
Holy Spirit, fastened his eyes on him, 10 and said, O full of all 
guile and all villany, thou son of the devil, thou enemy of all 
righteousness, wilt thou not cease to pervért the right ways of 
the Lord? 11 And now, behold, the hand of the Lord is upon 
thee, and thou shalt be blind, not seeing the sun *for a season. 
And immediately there fell on him a mist and a darkness; and 
he went about seeking some to lead him by the hand. 12 Then 
the proconsul, when he saw what was done, believed, being 
astonished at the teaching of the Lord. 


11 And now, behold, the hand of the Lord is upon thee, and 
thou shalt be blind, not seeing the sun for a season. And imme- 
diately there fell on him a mist and a darkness; and he went 
about seeking some to lead him by the hand. 

12 Then the deputy, when he saw what was done, believed, 
being astonished at the doctrine of the Lord. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 

E HAVE been tracing out the 
V V course of the stream of God’s 

grace from its bubbling up in 
Jerusalem, out through Judea, into Sa- 
maria, out to the desert, to Czsarea, 
and on to Antioch. Now we come to 
the place where we see it going forth 
as a mighty river, overflowing all its 
banks and bringing life and blessing 
to land after land and people after 
people. It is impossible to estimate 
the value to all mankind of this 
world-wide missionary movement, both 
from a temporal and an eternal stand- 
point, for where a nation thas been 
evangelized, there have followed always 
great material as well as spiritual bless- 
ings. While the object of the truly God- 
sent, Spirit-endued missionary is not 
to civilize or to educate people, - but 
rather to lead them to a saving knowl- 
edge of Christ, yet everywhere that this 
knowledge is received there is a new 


1 Many ancient authorities read, to Jerusalem. *Gr., Magus: 
as in Matt. 2:1, 7, 16. *Or, until. 
The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform 
Sunday School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the Inter- 


national Council of Religioys Education and used by permission. 


s £ & & 


life imparted, and with that new life 
comes dissatisfaction with older and 
more primitive ways of existence. Evil 
customs, filthy habits, dirt, and disease 
flee before the advance of the light of 
the Gospel, so that even unsaved men 
accept new standards and rise to new 
heights of decency and respectability 
under its beneficent rays. 


The Historical Setting 


After the death of Herod Agrippa I 
(Acts 12:20-23) the Word of God went 
forth with greater liberty than during his 
cruel and wicked reign. From Antioch, 
Saul and Barnabas set out on their first 
great missionary journey in A. D. 45, 
according to the best authorities. 


Verse by Verse 


Acts 12:25.—“Barnabas and Saul re- 
turned from Jerusalem.” They had gone 
to Jerusalem, as messengers of the 
church at Antioch, to carry the gifts 
given by the Gentile believers to re- 
lieve the famine-sufferers, and thus to 
manifest their fellowship in Christ. On 
their return they brought “with them 
John, whose surname was Mark.” This 
was the man who later wrote the Gospel 


that bears his name. He was intimately 
related to Barnabas, 

Chap. 13:1—“There were in the 
church ... at Antioch certain prophets 
and teachers.” These men, gifted by 
the Holy Spirit, were being used of God 
to build and nurture the infant church. 
The fact that five of them were laboring 
in connection with the one testimony 
gives some idea of the wide scope of 
the work that was in progress. 

Verse 2.—‘The Holy Ghost said, Sep- 
arate me Barnabas and Saul.” It is the 
prerogative .of the Holy Spirit, Christ’s 
true vicegerent, to qualify and send out 
laborers into the great harvest field. He 
indicated to the church his will that 
these two men should be set aside for 
the special work of evangelizing the 
Gentiles. 

Verse 3.—“They ... laid their hands 
on them, [and] ... sent them away.” 
When the mind of God was revealed, 
the church acquiesced, and after a sea- 
son of waiting upon him in prayer and 
fasting they expressed their fellowship 
with Barnabas and Saul by the laying 
on of hands; a sign of identification and 
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commendation, and sent them forth with 
their confidence and blessing. 


Verse 4—“They, being sent forth by 


the Holy Ghost, departed.” It was he, 
in reality, who sent them out. The 
church simply agreed to that which he 
manifested as his will. So they left 
Antioch for Cyprus, the old home of 
Barnabas (Acts 4:36), where their great 
mission was to begin. 


Verse 5.—“At Salamis, they preached 
the word of God in the synagogues of 
the Jews.” Landing in Salamis, on the 
eastern edge of Crete, they began their 
work in a Jewish synagogue. John Mark 
was with them in a subordinate capacity. 


Verse 6.—“A certain sorcerer, a false 
prophet ... Bar-jesus.” Evidently this 
man had heard of Jesus as a miracle 
worker, so he called himself ¢he son 
of Jesus. But he was a wicked char- 
latan, making capital of the credulity 
of an ignorant people. Such despicable 
characters were not uncommon in those 
days. Simon the sorcerer of Samaria 
was of the same type (Acts 8:9-11). 


Verse 7.—“Sergius Paulus, a prudent 
man.” He was the proconsul appointed 
by Rome and was evidently an earnest 
seeker after truth. Bar-jesus (also 
called Elymas) sought to take advantage 
of him, for his own profit. The procon- 
sul “called for Barnabas and Saul” and 
requested them to explain their message. 


Verse 8—“Elymas withstood 
them.” The crafty sorcerer realized that 
he would lose his hold on the proconsul 
if he were to accept the Gospel as pro- 
claimed by these Christian teachers; so 
he endeavored to thwart them in their 
efforts to win Sergius Paulus for Christ. 


Verse 9.—“Saul, (who also is called 
Paul).” This is the last time the old 
name is used. Henceforth the apostle 
is designated Paul, whether after his 
illustrious convert, the proconsul, or not, 
we cannot say. Detecting the perfidy of 
Elymas, he rebuked him sternly in the 
energy of the Holy Spirit. 


Verse 10.—“Thou child of the devil.” 
Only those are so called who take a 
stand definitely and deliberately against 
God and his truth. It was thus Jesus 
addressed the Pharisees who opposed 
him (John 8:44) and the Holy Spirit 
so designates those who hate the truth 
today (1 John 3:10). Paul sternly re- 
buked the opposer, who was trifling 
with the welfare of the soul of the pro- 
consul. 


Verse 11.—“Thou shalt be blind.” He 
pronounced a judgment upon him, which 
should manifest his real spiritual con- 
dition, for he was a blind leader of the 
blind (Matt. 15:14). This judgment fol- 
lowed immediately, to his utter discom- 
fiture and the proconsul’s assurance that 
God was indeed speaking through Paul. 


Verse 12—“The deputy [proconsul], 
when he saw what was done, believed.” 
Recognizing the message as the very 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


10. June 8.—Beginning of World Missions. 
Acts 12:25 to 13:12 

11. June 15.—Progress in World Missions. 
Acts 13:13 to 14:28; Galatians 3:23-29 

12. June 22.—First Jerusalem Conference 

on World Missions. 

Acts 15:1-35; Galatians 2 

13. June 29.—Lessons from the Early 
a a ee 1 Corinthians 3:1-15 

Third Quarter 

1. (14) July 6.—The Gospel is Taken 
into Europe ; . Acts 15:36 to 18:21 

2. (15) July 13.—Christianity Expands in 
BN cd éesuscnceveassnaten Acts 19:1 to 21:17 

3. (16) July 20.—The Responsibility of 

the Church Regarding Beverage 
Alcohol. 1 Corinthians 5:9-13; Titus 2:1-8 

4. (17) July 27.—The Holy Spirit In- 

spires New Testament Letters. Gal- 

atians 1:11, 12; 1 Thessalonians 2: 

13; 2 Timothy 3:14-17; 2 Peter 3:14- 
16; Jude 3 

5. (18) August 3.—Paul Preaches Faith 

in Christ ..Romans 3:21-31; 5:1, 2; 
Galatians 3:1-29 








word of God, this Gentile magistrate 
opened his heart to the truth and re- 
ceived in the simplicity of faith the Gos- 
pel as “the doctrine of the Lord.” It 
must have been a great encouragement 
to win so illustrious a convert at the be- 
ginning of their missionary tour. 


Lesson Outline 
PAUL THE MISSIONARY 

Divinely commissioned (Acts 26:16) 

Debtor to all (Rom. 1:14) 

Servant unto all (1 Cor. 9:19) 

Ready to go as directed (Rom. 1:15) 

Not ashamed of the message (Rom. 1:16) 

A steward of the divine mysteries (1 
Cor. 4:1) 

Ambitious to reach distant fields (Rom. 
15:20, 21) 

Laboring in view of the judgment seat 
of Christ (2 Cor. 5:9, 10) 

Recognizing the nations as lost (2 Cor. 
4:3) 

Realizing the terror of the Lord (2 
Cor. 5:11) 

Impelled by the love of Christ (2 Cor. 
5: 14) 


The Heart of the Lesson 


The Gospel proves itself to be a di- 
vine message by what it does for those 
who receive it. All down through the 
Christian centuries it has changed the 
lives of those who accepted it in faith. 
Paul himself is an outstanding example 
of this, and his notable convert, the 
proconsul of Paphos, was changed in 
the same way. Everywhere that Gospel 
has been proclaimed in faithfulness and 
in the energy of the Holy Spirit, similar 
signs have followed, thus manifesting 
its supernatural character. Apart from 
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this, Christianity would be today an al- 
most forgotten system of philosophy, 
beautiful in theory, but powerless to 
affect men for good. Because it is the 
power of God unto salvation (Rom. 1: 
16) to all who believe, it has persisted 
under the most adverse circumstances, 
and its triumphs today are as marked 
as through all the centuries that have 
gone. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Saul and Paul. Saul was the Hebrew 
name of the zealot who was determined 
to root Christianity out of the earth. 
It was the name of the first king of 
Israel, himself a Benjamite, as was the 
man of Tarsus. It means requested or 
asked for, and suggests his parents’ ear- 
nest prayer for a son. Paul, or Paulus, 
a Roman name, means little, and may 
have had reference to his size. Like 
Zacchzeus, he was perhaps short in stat- 
ure. Or, what seems more likely, it may 
have been conferred upon him by his 
convert Sergius Paulus, who would be 
happy to have his teacher bear his own 
name in the future. At any rate, from 
this ‘point on, Saul of Tarsus disappears 
and Paul the apostle of Jesus Christ 
takes his place. 


Paul and Barnabas. When the two 
started out, they began as Barnabas and 
Saul (Acts 12:25), but henceforth we 
read of Paul and Barnabas. The pupil 
soon outdistanced the master. Barnabas 
was the ideal man to lead the new con- 
vert on, for he was recognized by all 
who knew him as a devoted man of 
God (Acts 11:24). But he did not have 
either the outstanding gifts or the dis- 
cernment that God had given to Paul, 
so as time went on he dropped into 
second place and eventually the two 
were separated in their work; but to the 
end Paul had a warm regard for his 
early tutor, though he recognized he 
had a certain weakness of character, 
which led him at times to compromise 
with the opponents of free grace (Gal. 
3: 13). 


Applications and Summaries 


The Holy Spirit alone equips and calls 
out the worker. The church is to send 
him forth with prayers and fellowship, 
and, as occasion arises, with ministry 
in temporal things (Phil. 4:15). 


While Paul was pre-eminently the 
apostle to the Gentiles, he never ceased 
to love his own nation, the Jews. Until 
the close of his ministry, it was his in- 
variable practice to go to them first in 
every place visited, if they had a syn- 
agogue where he would be permitted to 
address them. 

It is a pity if any missionary feels he 
must go forth as a “free lance,” acting 
on his individual responsibility, apart 
from his brethren. It means much to 
have a praying church at home uphold- 
ing the worker in a distant land. 


CHICAGO. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their vari- 
ety, stimulus, and searching character. They 
are written by three members of The Sun- 
day School Times staff, — Dr. Ironside, Mrs. 
Low, and Mrs. Borchardt. Have you tried 
assigning some of the questions to differ- 
ent members of your class, letting them 
see whejfher they can discover the answers 
as given on a later page of this issue? 


HO selected Saul and Barnabas for 
missionary work? 
2. What occurred before they left? 
3. Why was the Lord willing to spare 
Saul and Barnabas from Antioch where 
their services for a whole year had been 
so valuable? 
4. What part did the local church have 
in this? 
5. How did God set his seal of approval 
on their ministry? 


6. Who was Elymas typical of? 

7. Was Paul right in pronouncing judg- 
ment on Elymas? 

8. What was Saul’s chief duty in “the 
work whereunto” he was called? 

9. How does the Lord prepare workers 
for great fields of service for him? 

10. Into what Christian opportunities is 
the Lord calling workers now? 





Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on page 430 of this issue. 


we 
The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 
for this department; one dollar is paid for 
each illustration accepted, and two dol- 

lars for the best one each week. But readers 
are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet ex- 
plaining the conditions of this department. The 
full list of lessons for the year, with this leaf- 
let, will be sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure 
to note the conditions means that good illus- 
trations are constantly having to be rejected by 
the editors, which might otherwise be avail- 
able. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in 
the lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 


The “Way to Heaven” Was What He 
Needed.—They preached the word of 
God in the synagogues (Acts 13:5). 
“Fine sermon, wasn’t it?” asked one of 
Farmer Peter’s friends, referring to a 
scholarly discourse with which the con- 
gregation had been favored that morn- 
ing by a city preacher. “Maybe,” re- 
turned Farmer Peter. “Why,” persisted 
the first speaker, “that man knows more 
about the Bible, and has made a deeper 
study of Biblical history and geography 
than almost any other minister in the 
country.” “Has he now?” inquired 
Farmer Peter mildly. “Well, then, I 
reckon that the trouble must have been 
with me. You see, I’d calc’lated I should 
hear somethin’ about the way to Heaven, 
and I only learned the way from Jeru- 
salem to Jericho.”—Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Southport, Eng. 


“Wrong Stuff” for the Sick—A false 
prophet (v. 6). In a school examination 
the examiner put the question, “What is 
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false doctrine?” Up went a little boy’s 
hand, and there came the answer, “It’s 
when the doctor gives the wrong stuff 
to the people who are sick®’ False doc- 
trine (doctorin’) indeed! Reports of 
sermons that we see in the press, and 
that we hear from some preachers, show 
that there are pulpit doctors who are 
giving the “wrong stuff” to sin-sick 
souls.—From The Sunday School Times. 
Sent by Emily McFarland, Newark, 
Ohio. 


The Spirit-Filled Look.—Paul, filled 
with the Holy Ghost, set his eyes on him 
(v. 9). It is related that one day Charles 
Finney looked at a scoffer, and the 
scoffer got saved; such was the power 
of the Spirit in a sanctified life. It is 
said that Evan Roberts used to look 
around’ an assembly, and souls came un- 
der conviction; such was the flow of 
the Spirit’s power through a clean chan- 
nel. The fullness of the Holy Spirit is 
a reality, and his working partnership 
is a fact. I walked into a garage one 
day and found the proprietor swearing 
at a mechanic. There were two other 
strangers like myself in the garage at 
the time, and yet the swearer turned in- 
stead to me and apologized. “Don’t 
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apologize to me,” I said, “you are an- 
swerable to God alone for taking his 
name in vain.” That man came under 
conviction of sin.—From “Can God —?” 
by Edwin Orr. Sent by Mrs. E. Leven- 
good, Dayton, Tenn. 


Their Wish Terribly Fulfilled.—And 
now, behold, the hand of the Lord is 
upon thee, and thou shalt be blind (v. 
11). A German woman entered the ma- 
ternity ward of a hospital in Germany. 
She saw a picture of Christ in the room, 
and she asked the nurse to take it down. 
“I have no authority to take it down,” 
said the nurse. “Then see your supe- 
riors, and have it removed as soon as 
-possible,” said the woman. The supe- 
riors in the hospital said, likewise, that 
they had no iuthority to take it down. 
“My hu8band is an army officer, and 
when he comes in a few days, I will get 
him to see to it that it is taken down.” 
The few days passed and the husband 
arrived. The German woman told her 
husband to have the picture taken down. 
He started to interview one of the 
authorities, and said, “My wife and I 
do not want our boy [both were hoping 
the new arrival would be a boy] ever 
to look upon the picture of that Jew!” 
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Lesson for June 8 


And even while he was still speaking, 
word arrived that a baby boy had just 
been born to the parents — but, he was 
born blind, hopelessly blind. No, he 
never would look on the picture of that 
Jew !—From the Chosen People. Sent 
by Alice L. Cary, Dayton, Ohio; and 
Mrs. Robert Vining, Piedmont, W. Va. 
Prize illustration. 


Lost Taste—And he said unto them, 
Go ye into all the world, and preach 
the gospel to every creature (Golden 
Text). A woman in Philadelphia used 
occasionally to employ an old Negress 
known as Aunt Cecelia. For some time 
she lost sight of her. Meeting the wash- 
erwoman one morning, she said: “Good 
morning, Aunt Cecelia. Why aren’t you 
washing nowadays?” “It’s dis way, Miss 
Anne. I’se been out o’ work so long, 
dat now, when I could work, I finds I’se 
done lost my taste for it.” This is evi- 


dently the attitude of many nominal - 


members of the church. They have be- 
come so accustomed to doing nothing 
for Christ, beyond occupying their pew 
once a week, that they have no inclina- 
tion to Christian activity, even when 
the opportunities are right before them. 
—From the Moody Bible Institute 
Monthly. Sent by Laura Emerson, 
Marion, Ind. 


A More Astonishing Ignorance. — 
Preach the gospel to every creature 
(Golden Text). A few weeks ago there 
appeared a newspaper account of a 
Southern girl of sixteen, the daughter 
of a poor farmer, who made her way 
to Memphis, where for the first time in 
her life she saw such things as electric 
lights, trolley cars, moving pictures, and 
heard a radio. She was described as 
intelligent, but she had never heard of 
leading men and women of the day. ... 
This case has led America to moralize 
a bit: “The country is astonished on 
discovering a girl ignorant about radios 
and electric lights and trolley cars, but 
it is not astonished at seeing millions 
of boys and girls ignorant about God and 
their souls. .. . One American girl does 
not know who Hitler is: that’s simply 
amazing. Millions of American girls do 
not know who Christ is: that’s not amaz- 
ing at all in this so-called- Christian 
country.”—From the Christian Union 
Herald. Sent by B. M. Dobbin, Summer- 
field, Kans. 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
thy servants who carry the Gospel into fields 
that are strange and difficult know much of 
the problems that beset Paul, and the other 
early missionaries. The way has never been 
made smooth and serene, but from the be- 
ginning has called for God-reliant character 
and courage. Thou knowest the great changes 
that are going on today in the field of for- 
eign missions,—the frustration of plans, the 
uprising of new cruelty, the persistence of 
need, and thou knowest the devotion of thy 
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servants who have followed thy leadings 
against the heaviest opposition. We do pray 
that the missionary spirit may be maintained 
in our churches and Sunday schools, and that 
the new dangers and difficulties will not cause 
us to feel that the carrying of the Gospel to 
other lands is impossible. Thy ways are not 
our ways, and thou wilt open ways of reach- 
ing those who in thine own good time should 
be reached to receive the offer of salvation. 
In the name of the Lord Jesus. Amen. 

After the Lesson—In a missionary 
meeting in a Victorious Life Conference 
at Keswick, New Jersey, a young man 
was speaking of the great need today, and 
the temptations that exist to turn young 
men away from missionary work. A good 
many young men, he said, were saying 
almost what the prophet Isaiah said, but 
not quite what he said. These were 
Isaiah’s words, in answer to the Lord’s 
call, “Here am I; send me”; but many 
are saying, “Here am I; send my sister.” 
Even today in this terribly upset world 
there are many fields where missionaries 
are not especially hindered, and where 
the work is not closed down by govern- 
ments. It is the closing down of the 
missionary spirit in our own hearts that 
creates a hindrance at the very start. 
When the little group of devoted persons 
set out in the ship Lammermuir for 
work in China, they met hardships un- 
numbered, but that Mission includes 
more than a thousand missionaries of 
the China Inland Mission today. What 
shall we say of these things? “If God 
be for us, who can be against us?” Let 
us go forward in faith wherever we can 
give forth the truth, not daunted by dif- 
culties, but faithful in the very midst 
of them. Let us pray. 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Cutting Things Out.—When they had 
fasted and prayed, ... they sent. them 
away (Acts 13:3). The Word of God 
places considerable emphasis. on the 
value of fasting. In one way or another 
it is mentioned from eighty to a hun- 
dred times in the Scripture. 

I am writing this note on Good Fri- 
day, as the Lenten period is drawing 
to a close. I have been much amused, 
as well as entertained, by the way some 
friends keep Lent. The fellow who 
smokes cuts down on his tobacco; the 
‘candy addict goes slow on sugar, and 
so on. 

To fast means to abstain from food 
or to eat sparingly, or only of certain 
kinds of food as by way of religious dis- 
cipline. 

The other writers will deal with the 
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theological aspect of YAsting. I, how- 
ever, want to call attention to the fact \. 
that the matter of cutting things ‘out is 
one of the most effective of all the ways 
of discipline. While the Bib speaks. A 
much of fasting, it stilt(Wpeaks” mo 
emphatically of self-sacrifige. one ene ’ 
admonished that we should deny self. 
In yesterday morning’s newspaper Mr. 
B. C. Forbes tells of Mr. Thomas W. 
Lamont, the man who owns the largest 
interest in the great “House of Morgan.” 
Now all you fellows listen: Mr. Lamont 
was the son of a minister who never 
had a salary as great as $1,000 a year. 
The boy’s allowance was five cents a 
week. Tommy is reported to have said, 
“Once you break a nickel it goes very 
fast.” And some of us have said the 
same thing of a five-dollar bill. 
The boy early developed the aptitude 
for work and earning money. At Har- 
vard he worked his way through col- 
lege in various ways. He furnished a 
New York newspaper with the college 
news. On graduation he became a re- 
porter. Later he switched to business. 
He demonstrated exceptional ability, and 
was called into the banking field. All 
this time, please remember, Tommy was 
“fasting.” By which I mean he was cut- 
ting things out. 
Mr. Morgan discovered him. When he 
became a member of this great part- 
nership he continued cutting things out 
and lived very modestly. He used his 
earnings for buying the interest of the 
other partners. Today he has the largest 
interest in this great firm. 
I could mention other great leaders 
who came to where they are today by 
this same cutting-out process. If you 
want to read a great book read Mr. 
Lamont’s biography of Henry P. Davi- 
son,! the country boy from Troy, Penn- 
sylvania, who “cut out” his way to one 
of the greatest bankers in New York 
City. 


Bad Start and Good Finish.—They had 
also John to their minister (v. 5). I 
have always had great sympathy for 
young John Mark. I was an apprentice 
myself in the early days of my career, 
and as such made many a bad break. 
Probably some of ‘the Corner readers 
have “been in the same boat.” That is 
to say, had a bad case -of “cold feet” 
when each of your “dogs” should have 
been a “hot foot.” 

“Awfully slangy” I know, girls, but 
you see I am talking to the men of 
the mill and of the market place, in 
their own language. Your dad and 
brothers will understand. 

The other day I was reading Conrad’s 
“Lord Jim,” which the professor thinks 
is his masterpiece. Here is the way one 
of the finest literary artists writes: “A 
gentle breeze brought into the room the 





1“Henry P. Davison,” by Thomas W. La- 
mont, may be obtained from the Times Book 
Service, 1721 Spring Garden St., Philadelphia, 
at $3.50. 








428. *: 


softness of the sky, the languor of the 
earth, the bewitching breath of the 
water.” And this: “The shining moon 
recurved and swung low in the west 
like a slender shaving from a bar of 
gold.” That is what is known as grace- 
ful prose. I feel pretty sure that the 
folks I teach would either go to sleep 
or walk out on me if I fell into a style 
of speaking and writing like that.. What 
the breeze brought in, and the moon like 
a gold shaving, would not interest my 
audience. 

Now there is not a man who does not 
know exactly what was the matter with 
young Mark, when I say he had “cold 
feet” when he should have had “hot 
dogs.” But this young fellow, like most 
young fellows, had his parts or Paul 
and Barnabas would never have started 
with him. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 








BEGINNING OF WORLD MISSIONS 
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When I hear someone severely finding 
fault with the erratic behavior of a 
boy, I just laugh and say, “Hold on, Old 
Critic! Never despair of a smart and 
lively boy. Tie him up with Heaven, 
and the Lord will hold on to him. As 
he goes along in his life journey he will 
be developed into one of Conrad’s shav- 
ings of a “bar of gold.” Mark made 
good. 

So did Augustine, St. Francis, John 
Bunyan, William Penn, Billy Sunday, 
and many another, after a bad start. 
You can name some locally, no doubt 
(2 Tim. 4:11; John 10:28). 


Strong Language.—O full of all subtilty 
and all mischief, thou child of the devil, 


thou enemy of all righteousness (v. 10).- 


The “Higher Critics” (as Modernists 
were called at the start) said all manner 
of hard things against Billy Sunday be- 
cause at times he used such “strong 
language” and “awful slang.” 

Here you behold the great apostle in 
full eruption. Billy at his best in vi- 
tuperation had nothing on the gentle- 
man from the University of Tarsus. I 
expect this extract is only a sample Dr. 
Luke is exhibiting. 

The Master himself, on occasion, could 
produce a scourge of words with the 
same facility as a scourge of cords (John 
2:15; Matt. 23: 13-33). 

No Christian is expected to be a 
“softie,” and stand for everything and 
anything, plus the usual run of “dead 
beats” who prey upon Christian kind- 
ness. Circumstances usually suggest the 
proper procedure. 

In our studies we are at the start of 
a missionary enterprise. As we go along 
we are going to see this same Paul take 
a tremendous lot of punishment without 
any resentment toward those who 
treated him so badly (2 Cor. 11:23-30). 

When I first went up to Rock Run 
Mission years ago, quite a number of 
the Coatesville boys came up to join the 
school, in order “to see the fun.” No 
little trouble was expected. And we 
had some of it in the “cleanup.” Be- 
cause it was a “mission” the boys had 
an idea things would be “lively,” with 
Sunday afternoon fights. 

These Coatesville Rock Run Sunday 
school “roughnecks” made a surprising 
discovery. While “Bill Ridgway,” the 
new superintendent, would stand all 
kinds of unruly behavior from the Rock 
Run boys, if a Coatesville boy made the 
least disturbance he was walked right 
out by his ear and told to stay away 
until he knew how to behave himself. 

Eventually all the wild ones, both of 
the Run and the town were tamed, and 
are now (such as are here and alive) 
among the leading citizens, and all my 
loving friends, and all in the churches. 

Paul and Barnabas in this lesson have 
started on their way to Coatesville and 
Rock Run, and here is one fellow who 
praises God for the missionary start. 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 


May 24, 1941 


Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: ‘Prof. Elymas.” 

Discussion: What does doubting God’s 
Word lead to? What does faith in God’s 
Word lead to? 

Objective: Being true to Jesus Christ 
and standing for all the claims that are 
made for him in God’s Word. 











AY, felluws, the spread of the Gospel 

of salvation through the atoning 
blood of Jesus Christ had hardly gotten 
off to a good start before Prof. Elymas, 
up-to-date fifth columnist, appeared 
upon the scene. He was the secret pro- 
consul of Satan in the house of Sergius 
Paulus, himself a proconsul of the Ro- 
man Senate. 

Satan had made a total failure in his 
direct assault upon Jesus Christ in the 
wilderness, on the pinnacle of the Tem- 
ple, and upon the mountaintop, trying 
to upset his plan to be the Saviour of 
the world (Matt. 4:1-11). Then he 
shifted to the strategy of working 
through the lying lips of men to keep 
others from becoming followers of the 
Lord Jesus. When the truth about 
Christ is lodged in the heart, Satan 
makes it his business to steal it away. 
Jesus warned us about that in his par- 
able of the sower and the seed (Luke 
8:12). Satan employs some very clever 
and “wise” people to do.this. Prof. 
Elymas is a type. The meaning of the 
word Elymas is “wise” (very learned, 
very smart, very witty, clever). Sergius 
Paulus was attracted to Prof. Elymas 
because Sergius was a prudent man, and 
in the original text that word prudent 
means “intelligent.” Sergius was an in- 
tellectual, and desired knowledge; he 
hoped to learn something from Prof. 
Elymas. 

When Paul came along with accounts 
of the matchless Christ, Prof. Elymas 
felt that he was overshadowed. It 
“cramped his style.” So he sought to 
“turn away the deputy from the faith.” 
But Paul had his number. The Holy 
Spirit was operating in Paul and he 
saw through Prof. Elymas as though he 
were a piece of glass. Fixing his eyes 
upon him, Paul said: “O full of all 
subtilty and all mischief, thou child of 
the devil, thou enemy of all righteous- 
ness, wilt thou not cease to pervert the 
right ways of the Lord? And now, be- 
hold, the hand of the Lord is upon thee, 
and thou shalt be blind... . And imme- 
diately there fell on him a mist and a 
darkness; and he went about seeking 
some to lead him by the hand.” At the 
same time the mists of doubt fell from 
Sergius Paulus’ eyes and he believed the 
truth. 

Now, fellows, if it should be your 
privilege to go to college, and I trust it 
may be, you are more than apt to meet 
Prof. Elymas there; for unhappily there 

















Lesson for. june 8 


are very few colleges or universities in 
which Prof. Elymas has not secured a 
foothold. Indeed, you will find him in 
some theological seminaries. You per- 
haps have already met him in high 
school. Be very definitely on your guard 
against this fellow, or he will destroy 
your faith and rob you of your most 
precious possession — your belief in the 
Word of God which is the revelation of 
Jesus Christ your Saviour. Your Prof. 
Elymas will be very smart, very wise, 
very clever; he will likely be personally 
attractive. He will be plausible, and his 
approach to you will be along the popu- 
lar line of “common sense.” He will 
smugly tell you that you need not ac- 
cept anything that you cannot under- 
stand, thus placing you on a level with 
God himself in wisdom. He has never 
comprehended that “the wisdom of this 
world is foolishness with God” (1 Cor. 
3:19). 


Don’t let the Devil cheat you. Don’t 
fall for the philosophy of Prof. Elymas, 
his proconsul to the Court of Education. 
You stand by the Word of God. 

Avon Park, FLA. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Goal.—To be ready to say: 
I; send me.” 


Activity.—Blackboard outline for dis- 
cussion: 
1. Prepared places of service (Acts 13: 
2, 14; Luke 10:2). 

2. The will to go forth (Acts 13:4; Matt. 
8:19). 

3. Power to witness (Acts 1:8; 13:5, 7). 

4. Heaven-sent wisdom (Acts 13:10, 11; 
Jas. 1:5, 6). 

5. Health and energy to keep going 
(Acts 13:13; Phil. 2:26-30). 

6. Results for the Lord (Acts 13:12; 
John 15:16). 

Memory Verse.—“I heard the voice of 
the Lord, saying, Whom shall I send, and 
who will go for us? Then said I, “Here 
am I; send me” (Isa. 6:8). 


“Here am 











“Ati-OuT” FOR CHRIST 


“ OTHING short of an all-out effort 

will work,” said the President of 
the United States in a broadcast the 
other day. Hurt, hungry people are 
looking to America for help, and we 
must make sacrifices if we furnish them 
aid. 

Christ said, “If any man will come 
after me, let him deny himself, and take 
up his cross daily, and follow me” (Luke 
9:23). The Lord also asks for nothing 
short of an all-out effort from those who 
would work for him. 

Yesterday, at our Homemakers’ Meet- 
ing, the Country Home Demonstration 
Agent gave each of us a folder issued 
by the Bureau of Home Economics, 
Washington, D. C., and entitled, “Eat 
the RIGHT Food to Help Keep You Fit.” 
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If. we would make an all-out effort for 
America we must be physically fit. 

We must be spiritually fit, if we would 
make an all-out effort for Jesus Christ. 
Billy Sunday once gave a 15-15-15 pro- 
gram for a Christian’s day. Spent at 
least fifteen minutes in prayer, fifteen 
minutes in Bible study, and fifteen min- 
utes in testimony for the Lord. See how 
this puts a daily time element into John 
15:7, 8. Of course much more time could 
well be spent on these points. 

Paul and Barnabas, in our last les- 
son, were busy making an all-out effort 
for Christ. An entire year they spent 
strengthening the spiritual defense of 
the peopie of Antioch, and then they 
were sent with material aid to fortify 
underprivileged Christians in Jerusalem. 

In the meantime, many Antioch 
“babes” in Christ grew “in grace, and 
in the knowledge of our Lord and Sav- 
iour” until they, too, could rightly di- 
vide “the word of truth” to their neigh- 
bors. When Barnabas and, Paul re- 
turned from their Jerusalem mission, 
new fields were open to them. Someone 
else was waiting for the Gospel. ° 

These new fields were harder ones, 
and the messengers needed divine wis- 
dom and power to enable them to en- 
dure the hardness of the tour (2 Tim. 
2:3-5). 

POWER TO ENDURE 

A few years ago a man and two high 
school boys made a pioneer journey 
through inland waterways of the San 
Joaquin Valley in California, waterways 
which were, for a long part of the jour- 
ney, temporarily formed from the floods 
of an unusually rainy winter. Such a 
trip had never before been made, and 
it was exceedingly difficult and tiresome. 
“The boys could not stand the strain as 
pioneer boys of other days endured 
hardship,” the man commented later. 
“Their lives have been too soft and 
easy.” 

Truly many modern young people are 
ill-fitted for hardship and_ sacrifice, 
whether it be national, personal, or 
spiritual. Yet great numbers of you 
are brave and strong and eager to serve. 
You care when people suffer. You want 
others to be happy in your Saviour, and 
you are willing and ready to endure any- 
thing for Christ’s sake. 

“The World of “Tomorrow” is the 
theme of today, but no one knows just 
what it will be like. This we do know: 
we must be ready to face whatever 
comes,—strong physically in order to 
endure hardness and have reserve en- 
ergy to aid others,—strong and alert 
mentally that we may rightly interpret 
life and opportunities,— strong spirit- 
ually that we may encourage others in the 
faith, and remain, always, very close to 
the heart of God. This is my prayer for 
you girls today. 

Assignment: List the references below 
under the correct headings and mem- 
orize verses that may prove most help- 
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ful to you: 1. The Lord is strong! 2. 
His strength is for me! 3. I must be 
strong! (Exod. 15:2; Josh. 1:6, 9; 1 
Chron. 28:10; Neh. 8:10; Psa. 18:32; 24: 
8; 31:2; 46:1; 73:26; Prov. 18:10; Isa. 12: 
2; 26:4; 30:15; Rom. 4:20; 2 Cor. 12:9; 
Eph. 3:16; 6:10; Phil. 4:13; Col. 1:11.) 
Find others. 
Memory Verse — Luke 9:2. 


ALPAUGH, CALIF. 
we 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


AST week we had two points in 

lesson preparation. They were these: 
(1) Read the lesson at least ten times, 
prayerfully; (2) Find the main point 
and center the emphasis around it. 

Today we shall add two more points: 
(3) If possible, find an appropriate story 
with which to open the lesson; (4) Make 
a personal application of the story that 
ties it with the lesson. 

Story.—Several years ago my daugh- 
ter and I went to San Francisco to see 
some friends off on the boat for China. 
We drove to the docks, and sure enough, 
there was the great, beautiful ship, and 
people were hurrying on board, huge 
trucks were unloading last minute sup- 
plies, and porters were running with 
baggage. We went on board with our 
friends, and saw their pleasant cabin 
where they would sleep during the trip. 
There were other friends there, and all 
had brought little gifts of fruit and 
flowers, and books and steamer letters. 
Then came the call for all to go ashore, 
and we stood on the dock and watched 
the liner begin to move. At almost the 
same instant, streamers of gay colored 
paper began to fly out from the decks. 
The passengers were all waving, and 
calling good-bys. As the boat backed 
out of the slip, it was decked to the 
water’s surface with flying rainbows of 
colored paper. Slowly it turned and 
headed for the Golden Gate and the 
lands beyond. 

Where were my friends going? They 
were going to China to preach the Gos- 
pel of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Application.—Today in our lesson we 
read about some other people who went 
on a boat, and it was a sailing boat, 
probably not very large. We read of no 
person being there to see them off, and 
I’m quite sure their boat was no fairy- 
like picture with colored streamers 
draping its sides, but the two men who 
went on board were just the same kind 
of people as my friends who sailed for 
China. They had been called by the 
same Holy Spirit to preach the very 
same Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
They were going where the Holy Spirit 
sent them. But there was one big differ- 
ence — Paul and Barnabas were the very 
first missionaries the Holy Spirit sent 
out from the early Church. 

God is still calling his children to go 
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out and preach the Gospel. First, you 
must accept the Lord Jesus Christ as 
your Saviour, and then you become a 
child of God, and the Holy Spirit comes 
into your heart to stay, and to lead you 
and tell you where to go. As you grow 
bigger and older, God will give you 
more work to do for him. I wonder if 
you are going to go where he sends you. 
Oh, I hope you will, every one of you! 
Don’t say “No” to God’s Holy Spirit 
when he speaks to you. He may ask you 
to go on 
A Little Ship, or 
A Great Steamer, or 
Ride on a Train, or 
Ride in an Auto, or 
Walk. 

But be sure you tell the story of salva- 
tion wherever you go! 


Topay’s New IDEA 


A teacher has told me how she inter- 
ested all her class in getting pictures 
for use on the Scripturegraph. She 
asked them all to bring a magazine pic- 
ture of some certain thing; for today 
she chose the subject, boats. Of course 
she had a motley collection, but out of 
them she obtained a splendid equipment 
for telling any boat story with her board. 
(Use a small sailing boat and an ocean 
liner to illustrate today’s lesson and 
story.) On other days she had the chil- 
dren bring pictures of animals, trees, 
people, and so on—anything she could 
use in telling stories. 

Mopesto, CAatir. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


N THE blackboard draw a circle and 

label it Jerusalem. Ask the pupils 
to recall stories of what had occurred 
there. From the cirefe draw a line up- 
ward (north). Make a point like an 
arrowhead on it and print Samaria along 
the line. Recall Philip’s activity there. 
Ask the pupils to name other places to 
which the Jerusalem church reached out, 
to consult a map, and to draw arrows 
in the correct directions. The completed 
sketch should include Ethiopia (south- 
west), Damascus (northeast), Cssarea 
(northwest), and Antioch (north, a lit- 
tle to the right of the line for Samaria). 
If the children wonder why there are 
no lines to the southeast, suggest that 
they find from a map what land lies in 
that direction. Most Juniors know that 
Arabia is largely desert. 

Jerusalem had been the center for re- 
ligious work. Then Antioch in its turn 
became a new center and sent out its 
teachers to start new churches and to 
teach others the Christian faith, Who 
were the first foreign missionaries? 
(Acts 13:2.) At this point sketch on 
the blackboard or on a large sheet of 
wrapping paper the general outline of 
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Asia Minor, the adjacent part of Syria 
including Antioch, and the island of Cy- 
prus. If you do not have sufficient con- 
fidence to do this at one trial before 
the class, the outline may be prepared 
beforehand. Using Acts 13:3-13, follow 
the journey of Barnabas and Saul, find- 
ing the places mentioned on a map and 
then locating them on the outline map. 
Show the route by a dotted line. Indi- 
cate significant events by symbols. Bar- 
nabas and Saul may be represented by 
stick figures on the dotted line leading 
from Antioch to Seleucia. A tiny sail- 
boat on the dotted line leads from Se- 
leucia to Cyprus. A building at Salamis 
recalls the preaching in the synagogue. 
An eye may signify the episode at 
Paphos with Elymas the sorcerer. An- 
other beat adorns the route to Perga. 
Indicate the departure of John Mark by 
an arrow pointed toward Jerusalem with 
his name on the shaft. Assign to dif- 
ferent pupils one incident to prepare for 
next Sunday: the first Sabbath at Anti- 
och in Pisidia (Acts 13:14-43); the sec- 
end Sabbath at Antioch (13:44-52); 
Iconium (14:1-7); the lame man at Lys- 
tra (14:8-10); worshiped as gods (14:11- 
18); stoned (14:19, 20); the return home 
(14: 21-28). : 

Review the founding of your local 
church or ask the pupils to give reports 
on the information they secured about 
it as assigned last week. They may like 
to represent your church by a circle as 
they did the Jerusalem one, and show 
directions in which it is reaching out 
through its members, its missionaries, 
and its pupils. 

There is a young man in the Barnabas 
and Saul story whom I should like you 
to notice—John Mark, Barnabas’ 
nephew (Acts 12:25; 13:13). Appar- 
ently he was not a missionary. But 
there were some things he could do to 
help send the Gospel to foreign lands. 
Do you suppose he made the fire and 
cooked the meals? Why do you suppose 
he left? I do not know. Perhaps he 
heard reports of lions along the wild 
stretches between Perga and Antioch. 
Perhaps he just got tired of tramping 
and working. Anyway, he quit. Do 
you know he was the cause of a quarrel, 
later, between Paul and Barnabas? (Acts 
15: 36-40.) Uncle Barnabas again lived 
up to his nickname, and stood by John 
Mark. I like to think that John Mark 
“made good” on his second opportunity. 
The Holy Spirit used him later to write 
part of our Bible. 

Like John Mark, you can be mission- 
ary helpers to carry out our Lord’s com- 
mand in the Golden Text. You can col- 
lect attractive post cards and paste white 
paper over the writing. Some mission- 
ary teacher will write Bible werses on 
them in a foreign language. (Consult 


-Yequests for materials for your mission- 


aries, as they appear in various bulletin 
letters, and the like.) 


FRANKFORT, MAINE. 


May 24, 1941 
This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 426) 


1. The Holy Spirit himself called them to 
this great ministry (Acts 13:2). 


2. The teachers “fasted and prayed, and 
laid their hands on them” (13:3). 


3. New leaders were ready for Antioch, 
and new areas were ready for Saul and 
Barnabas (Acts 13:1, 2). 


4. They expressed their fellowship with 
them, and sent them out with prayer. 


5. By opening the heart of the procon- 
sul at Paphos to receive the Gospel. 

6. Elymas is typical of today’s modern- 
istic reformed Jew. 

7. Evidenfly he spoke by divine inspira- 
tion, as the judgment followed immedi- 
ately. 

8. Saui’s duty was to preach “the word 
of God” and bring the Lord’s chosen hearers 
to the believing point (Acts 13:5, 7, 12, 15). 

9. God lets his servants first grow strong 
in humble places (Luke 19:17). They must 
know him before they can show him to 
others. 


10. Into many kinds of work. Every 
worthy business needs Christian workers. 
Is your occupation dedicated to God? (Luke 
19:13.) 





The Yours People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











June 15. III. Paul, the Zealous. Acts 9:1-8; 
Phil. 3:8, 9. 
Sunday, June 8 


Il. John, the Beloved 
(John 19:25-27; 1 John 1:3-5) 





Mon.—The brothers called (Matt. 4:21, 22). 
Tues.—The Boanerges (Mark 3:17; Luke 


254). 

Wed.—The bosom companion (John 13:21- 
26). 

Thurs.—The believer’s assurance (John 
20:30, 31). 


Fri.—The bold apostle (Acts 4:13, 14). 
Sat.—The blessed revealer (Rev. 1:8-11). 











OR the second in our series of studies 
of outstanding, early Christian 
leaders. we are to think about one 
whose name is most frequently men- 
tioned in the Gospels with that of Peter, 
whom we studied last week. 
‘ - 

1. John, the Follower.—Like Peter, 
John was a fisherman on the shores of 
the Sea of Galilee. His father, Zebedee, 
however, seems to have been in some- 
what better circumstances than the ordi- 
nary fisherman and to have employed 
servants. Our first glimpse of John in 
the Scriptures is as a disciple of John 
the Baptist near the Jordan somewhere 
in Judea. Here he saw the Lord Jesus, 
and it is generally believed that John 
was the other disciple who, with An- 
drew, followed the Lord Jesus and at 
his invitation spent the night with him 











Lesson for June 8 


(John 1:35-42). With his brother James, 
John was called to full-time disciple- 
ship with the Lord Jesus while mend- 
ing nets on the shores of the Sea of 
Galilee (Matt. 4:21, 22). 
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2. John, “the Son of Thunder.”—Per- 
haps because most pictures we see of 
John show him with a gentle, sensitive 
face, leaning upon the bosom of the 
Lord Jesus, we are likely to overlook 
John’s fiery zeal and intolerance. The 
Lord Jesus at the beginning of John’s 
discipleship renamed him and _ his 
brother, “the sons of Thunder” (Mark 
3:17); and John showed this side of his 
character when he appealed to the Lord 
Jesus to permit him to call down fire 
from Heaven to consume a village of 
Samaritans that had refused to receive 
the Lord and his disciples; and when he 
told of having forbidden a believer to 
cast out demons in the name of the Lord 
Jesus because he was not one of his 
immediate followers (Luke 9:51-56, and 
49, 50). 
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3. John, the Special Privilege Seeker. 
—Ambition rightly controlled and di- 
rected may be an excellent motivating 
power. But all too often it leads to self- 
ishness and grasping and disregard for 
-others. John and James his brother, 
with Peter, shared a place of privilege 
among the disciples as members of the 
inner circle. But this was not enough 
for them. They sought greater power. 
The motive may have been good, but it 
caused them to seek this power at the 
expense of the other disciples (Matt. 
20: 20-28). 

Se 


4. John, the Bosom Companion.—We 
have seen before that John was one of 
the inner circle and thus privileged to 
be with the Lord Jesus on many of the 
most vital and important gccasions in 
the Lord’s earthly ministry. These in- 
cluded the raising of Jairus’ daughter 
(Mark 5:37); the transfiguration (Mark 
9:2); and the Lord’s agony in the gar- 
den of Gethsemane (Mark 14:33). With 
Peter, John was entrusted with the spe- 
cial and secret preparation of the place 
of meeting for the Last Supper (Luke 
22:8-13). At the Last Supper it was 
John, sitting by the Lord Jesus and lean- 
ing upon his bosom, to whom Peter 
appealed to find out who it was that 
was to betray the Lord (John 13: 21-26). 
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5. John, the Faithful Friend.—Al- 
though the other disciples forsook the 
Lord and fled when he was arrested 
and Peter denied the Lord Jesus in the 
courtyard of the high priest’s house, it 
was John, known to the high priest, who 
went in with the Lord Jesus and was 
evidently present at the hearings be- 
fore Annas and Caiaphas (John 18:15- 
17). It was John who stood close to 
the cross at the crucifixion, and who re- 
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6. John, the Writer—Although the 
Holy Spirit undoubtedly used Peter to 
supply Luke with much of the informa- 
tion given in his Gospel, of the twelve 
only John and Matthew were given the 
privilege of setting down in writing 
an account of the Lord Jesus’ earthly 
ministry. In addition to his Gospel we 
have three of John’s Letters to the 
Christian Church, setting forth the inti- 
mate relationship between the believer 
and the Father. 





IF You WANT MORE MONEY 


Show the Newest “Sunshine Line” Greeting Cards for 
= Mother's Day, Convalescent, Sympathy, etc., 
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4 to the number of Christian men and women 

. desired to sell and recommend our Christian 

7. John, the Seer.—To John was given puntentions. vow: where vos are, » nee an 
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the final great privilege of unveiling to experience wnneceesery. bé not postpone 

the Christian Church those events that writing! The field is large, the season in- 

will transpire in Heaven and upon earth pay » ee not obligate you. Send 
in the “last days.” More than forty 
times in his Revelation, John says, “I 

saw.” Thus he becomes the great 








THE BIBLE INSTITUTE COLPORTAGE ASSOCIATION 


| 843-845 North Wells Street, Chicago, Ill. | 
ATTENTION! 


Daily Vacation Bible School Teachers and Workers 


Here are some splendid new helps for your summer program. _‘These will be of 
great aid in putting your Summer Bible School across. Interesting and profitable 
material for children. 





~ 

THE FIRST PSALM 
THE TWENTY-THIRD PSALM 
THE LORD'S PRAYER 
BOOKS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT 

BY HELEN A, MAXFIELD 
Excellent medium for expressional activity. 
Only 15c each. 











Books of outline drawings for small children. 32 drawings! - - 





My Voyage on the Blood Line—Helen A. Maxfield 


A child’s voyage on the good Bible ship via the “‘Blood Line.”? A ten days’ journey. Ex- 


cellent Vacation Bible School Course material with charts, questions, puzzles, games, stories, 


$1.50. 


etc. Truly ‘‘tops” in this field! = - - 


Only 15 cents. ‘Teacher’s manual, - 


Westphal’s Visual Surprise Sermonettes 
By A. C. Westphal 
A book of sermonettes based on objects that are simple and easily obtained. 
Only 50c. 





Guess My Name 
By Mabel H. Hansen 


An intriguing Bible Quiz that will fascinate children 
everywhere. - - . - Only 35c 





Easy Object Lessons 
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prophet of the New Testament, ranking 
in importance with Daniel, Isaiah, Ezek- 
iel, and the other great prophets of the 
Old Testament. John’s last words in 
The Revelation have become the watch- 
word of Christians all over the world 
who are looking for the return of the 
Lord Jesus, “Even so, come, Lord Jesus” 
(Rev. 22:20). 
PHILADELPHIA, 
+ 4 


How Old Was Christ 
When He Died? 


(Continued from second page) 


This whole statement is based upon a 
misinterpretation of a verse in John. 

It is sad to see a man with the repu- 
tation of Prof. A. T. Olmstead of the 
University of Chicago willing to allow 
his name to be used with the publication 
of an article of which the headings so 
misrepresent what he says in the article. 
Consequently it is not strange to find in 
the course of the article the same note 
of dogmatism in connection with the 
conclusions given, although anyone who 
reads the article carefully can see that 
the conclusions are based not on “new 
knowledge,” but on guesswork. 

Regarding the alleged differences be- 
tween Matthew, Mark, and Luke on the 
one hand, and John on the other, these 
differences of statement have been 
known to scholars and studied by them 
for many years. If Prof. Olmstead’s 
statement that John is “more accurate” 
were to be stated this way, that John 
is “more detailed,” no objection could 
be made to it. Thus, if one were to 
make the statement that a man died on 
April 2, 1941, and someone else were to 
say that he died at 7.23 P. M., April 2, 
1941, the second statement might be said 
to be more accurate than the first, but 
it would hardly be more true. It would 
be better to say that the second state- 
ment is more detailed. This is the view 
which has long been taken by con- 
servative scholars regarding so-called 
discrepancies between John and the 
other Gospels. John wrote long after 
the other Gospels were written, and he 
often added details which did not con- 
tradict the statements of the others, but 
gave further light upon the exact situa- 
tion. This matter, as it bears upon the 
differing statements regarding the Last 
Supper, is ably discussed by Dr. R. A. 
Torrey in his little book on “Difficulties 
and Alleged Errors and Contradictions 
in the Bible” (p. 102).1 

The statement that Jesus was nearer 
forty-eight than thirty when he died has 
nothing to do with “calendar research” 
at all. It is based entirely upon a mis- 
understanding of John 8:57, “Then said 
the Jews unto him, Thou art not yet 
fifty years old, and hast thou seen Abra- 





1Fleming H. Revell Co., New York, $1. May 
be ordered from the Times Book Service, 
1721 Spring Garden St., Philadelphia. 
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ham?” Prof. Olmstead bases his whole 
argument upon this verse, saying that 
Jesus. would not have been allowed to 
preach if he were younger than the cus- 
tomary age, and that this objection to 
his youth “should have been given the 
greatest weight for the very reason that 
it was hurled by His enemies.” He says, 
“Not yet fifty’ would indicate that he 
was close to the eligible age, probably 
not more than two years away.” He 
maintains that the fact that. they did 
not say, “He is not yet forty,” proves 
that actually he was close to fifty, rather 
than close to forty. He asserts that fifty 
was the eligible age for preaching, al- 
though there is no evidence of such a 
thing in any ancient record. A reading 
of the whole verse shows that there is 
no argument here about Christ’s right 
to preach, but about whether he had 
seen Abraham. It is his claim to deity, 
not his right to preach which is under dis- 
cussion. To say, “You are not thirty-five 
yet, and you have not seen Abraham,” 
would not have much point. When we 
make such a comparison we are apt to 
speak in large figures. The most cursory 
examination of the statement shows that 
one cannot deduce anything from it 
about the exact age of Jesus. And yet 
Prof. Olmstead uses this deduction from 
this sneer of the enemies of Christ to 
attempt to disprove the explicit state- 
ment of Luke 3:23 that Jesus was “about 
thirty years of age” at the time of his 
baptism. 

As we have noticed, the main claim 
that Prof. Olmstead makes, that he has 
proved the exact date of the crucifixion 
to be April 7, A. D. 30, is nothing new, 
but has been held to be a probable date 
by many investigators for a very long 
time. The only new evidence that Prof. 
Olmstead presents regarding the matter 
is a discovery that this date was a Fri- 
day in Babylonia, and would be the 
beginning of the Passover for the Jews, 
if the Jews were in Babylonia. It may 
very well be that the Jews in Palestine 
used the same calendar which was used 
by the Babylonians at that time. How- 
ever, Prof. Olmstead himself says that the 
Babylonians revised their calendar in 
367 B. C. The Jews returned from the 
Babylonian exile long before that date. 
Previous to 367 B. C. the Babylonians 
had set the calendar from year to year, 
instead of according to a prescribed sys- 
tem. It has always. been’ believed 
hitherto that the Jews continued to do 
this in Palestine as late as the time of 
Christ. Prof. Olmstead himself admits 
that he has no evidence that the Jews 
took over the Babylonian revision. Nor 
can we assume that they would have 
done so, as a modern example will 
prove. 

The Julian calendar, which was used 
by the whole Christian world during 
the Middle Ages, was revised by Pope 
Gregory XIII in 1582. This revision was 
not adopted by England until 1752, one 
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hundred and seventy years after its 
adoption by France, or by Greece until 
1923, three hundred and forty-one years 
after its adoption in Italy. Within the 
last twenty years we find Italy and 
Greece having calendars the dates of 
which were twelve days apart. 

Whether the Jews adopted the Baby- 
lonian revision inte their calendar sys- 
tem before the time of Christ is as yet 
unproved, and Prof. Olmstead has given 
no evidence to prove either that they 
did or did not. Consequently his state- 
ment that he now knows the exact date 
of the crucifixion remains a mere guess. 
We await with much interest further 
evidence along this line. When it is 
actually discovered, if it should be, it 
may enable us to be certain, as we are 
not yet, of the exact date of the cruci- 
fixion, but it certainly will not prove 
that there is any actual contradiction 
beween the different Gospels, or that 
Christ was actually nearer fifty than 
thirty when he died. 
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Building a Christian Home 
(Continued from second page) 


companionships corrupt good morals” (1 
Cor. 15:33, R. V.). We took a firm stand 
against dancing, which often leads 
unexpectedly to sinful entanglements 
ending in real tragedy. 

My wife and I thought that our chil- 
dren before engagement should not dem- 
onstrate their affections, and after it only 
conservatively. As we look back now 
after thirty years we feel that the course 
taught was the safe one. Young people 
do not always realize the necessity of 
conventions as safeguards, nor how 
sacred their bodies are. If we owned 
a beautiful yacht would we not be care- 
ful to keep it from dangerous rocks and 
whirlpools? The thousands of wrecked 
lives and homes today strewing life’s 
shore ought to make Christian people 
think and ask the reason why. 

We warned our children § against 
“pitching pennies” and “playing mar- 
bles for keeps,” and card playing, and 
buying “chances.” They take no inter- 
est in these things. 

We never went to the theater and they 
never got interested in it. 

I have seen thousands of paintings and 
pictures of all kirids, but the most 
wicked I ever saw was in a “Biblical 
movie,” at one of a series of meetings 
a church was holding. I walked out. 
“Everything else was all right,” I was 
told. I am against the “movies,” except 
purely educational films, and have so 
taught my children. Two of them were 
rebellious. One is now strongly opposed 
to them. The other, I am sorry to say, 
goes — to selected ones, but nevertheless 
this still gives his approval. We have 
had little or no trouble with the other 
children. 

As I look back across the years I can- 
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not but thank God for the experience of 
the joys of fatherhood. My wife and I 
have been blessed with eight children. 
They all know the Lord as their Sav- 
iour and most of them read the Bible 
and pray daily and are interested in the 
works of God’s Kingdom. My wife and 
I were agreed ih the beginning upon the 
general essentials and applications of the 
Christian faith, and that has been a 
great help. When she was a young 
woman she wrote that she “longed for 
service.” The Lord has certainly given 
it to her, and although she often works 
sixteen hours a day she is happy and the 
children all love her. Her sacrifices 
through the years are now bearing fruit. 
As a father I would like to urge upon 
other fathers the importance of con- 
tinually teaching the Bible principles 
and keeping in close touch with the 
children’s lives. Our children cannot 
help being our children, but we want 
them for our friends as well, so that we 
can tell them about the best Friend, 
Jesus Christ, who alone can save them 
and give power to lead overcoming and 
useful lives in this world. 





a Children at Home 


How Wacuka Escaped 


By H. Virginia Blakeslee, M.D. 


NEELING before the three stones 

that formed the fireplace on the 
dirt floor in the middle of her mother’s 
round hut in an African village, Wacuka 
blew up the dying coals and kindled a 
fire. Her father was talking to a 
stranger in the thingira (men’s hut) 
next to her mother’s hut. 

“Ni wega; ni wega” (“It is well; it is 
well”), she heard the stranger say. “Send 
her to live with your married daugh- 
ter in a faraway district. I fear mis- 
sion schools. If she gets a taste of ‘the 
affair’ they teach there, she will never 
settle to the life of my Kikuyu village. 
The first payment in sheep and goats 
will arrive in your village before the 
moon is dark.” 

Wacuka dropped the clay pot of corn 
and beans she had been told to fill with 
water and place on the stones over the 
fire to cook. Her father was selling her. 

“Who is the stranger he is talking to 
in his hut?” she said to herself. “Now 
I shall never be allowed to confess 
Christ as my Saviour in public, or join 
the class for two years of instruction to 
prepare me for baptism.” Tears filled 
her eyes. “What shall I do? I will go 
and tell my sister Wairigi, who has re- 
turned from Kijabe school to spend her 
holiday in our village.” 

Wairigi was found at a neighboring 
village helping a girl friend to grind 
corn. “I have come to help you grind 
corn,” said Wacuka, as she caught up a 
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large, willowy tray and began to win- 
now (sift) the grain which had been 
cracked in a short, hollow log made for 
that purpose. Her sister noticed marks 
of tears on her cheeks. Wacuka tossed 
the grain up and caught it in the tray 
as a puff of breeze carried away the 
outer sheils from the kernels of corn. 

“I am being sold,” she said, as she put 
down the tray, to bury her head in her 
hands; and falling to the ground, she 
shook with sobs. 

“What? To whom?” cried her sister. 

“Oh, oh, oh, to—that—stranger 
—, talking to our father in his hut.” 

“But he is as old as our father. He 
lives on Ngabuya ridge, far away in 
the depths of Kikuyuland where there 
is no mission, no-teachers, and no Chris- 
tians. He is chief of that district. He 
treats his wives cruelly. He will not 
allow a Christian to enter his village. 
You shall never be sold to that hyena !” 
stormed Wairigi. “Weep no more, my 
sister. Stand to your feet. I will tell 
you of a way to escape. One week from 
today I will return to the Girls’ School 
at Kijabe. You shall go with me. Will 
you take the chance of being captured 
by our father, beaten, and returned to 
our village? But never fear, you will 
not be seized on the path. The God who 
delivered me from the slavery of Satan 
will deliver you. Stand up, my sister, 
and dry your tears.” 

Wacuka arose, and returned to her 
mother’s hut to place the corn and beans 
on the fire to cook. She was thinking 
of the words her sister had read to her 
yesterday from the Book of God. “Are 
not five sparrows sold for two farthings, 
and not one of them is forgotten before 
God? But even the very hairs of your 
head are all numbered. Fear not there- 
fore: ye are_of more value than many 
sparrows.” 

“Will my eyes ever be able to read the 
words of the Book of God? Will I ever 
be able to comfort the hearts of others 
as my heart was comforted when Wai- 
rigi read to me the words about the 
sparrows yesterday?” she wondered to 
herself. “What if the old chief captures 
me on the path before I reach Kijabe?” 
Tears returned to her eyes. “But no,” 
she said as she brushed them away, “the 
hairs of my head are all numbered. God 
said so.” 

On the morning of the day Wairigi 
left her village to make the journey of 
four days back to school, Wacuka and 
several other schoolgirls were with her. 
They were well on their way before 
the birds began to chirp. 

At one point in the forest path they 
were met by a band of native travelers 
who accused the girls of being run- 
aways. They threatened to capture them 
and return them to their owners. The 
girls, however, succeeded in proving to 
the men’s satisfaction that they were 
schoolgirls on holiday returning to begin 
another term of school. 

Later in the day, as they journeyed 
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through the bamboo forest, a herd of 
elephants crashed through the bamboo 
poles in their direction. For a time, the 
girls thought their end was near. Lying 
down flat on their faces behind a small 
hillock among the bamboo poles, they 
prayed to the God who values sparrows. 
The elephants missed their scent and 
passed them by. 

Toward evening of the fourth day, 
they reached Kijabe. Wacuka’s heart 
jumped, and seemed to turn over. Was 
it for fear lest her father and the old 
chief would come to steal her away, or 
was it for joy that at last she had found 
a place of refuge where she could fol- 
low the “affair of school” and walk in 
the path of God unmolested? She had 
heard that many new girls came to this 
Kikuyu girls’ school seeking admission 
at the beginning of each new term. 
Many are turned away for lack of suffi- 
cient beds and food. “Will I be among 
those to be turried away this term?” 
she said to herself, as a lump began to 
rise in her throat. 

The Bibi (missionary teacher) was 
there to greet the girls when they ar- 
rived. . “We are with much joy that you 
have reached us safely after such a long, 
dangerous journey,” she said brightly 
after they had related their experiences 
along the way. “We have no vacant 
beds and no spare blankets. Our supply 
of corn and beans for the term is limited. 
But, little girl of Kikuyuland,” she said, 
as she laid her hand gently on Wacuka’s 
shoulder and looked down into her anx- 
ious face, “do you know that all of the 
gold and silver and the cattle upon a 





434 * 


thousana hills belong to the Lord God 
who has sent us to live in Kikuyuland? 
Shall we trust him to supply the’ needs 
of one more sparrow?” 

Wacuka nodded, smiled, and walked 
near to the Bibi as they started out in 
the direction of the dormitory to find a 
niche for her. 

As the years passed by, many efforts 
were made to entice Wacuka to return 
to her father’s village, but to all of their 
inducements she replied, “These are the 
tricks of Satan to turn me from the path 
of God to walk in a side path where I 
shall be captured and carried away into 
slavery and death.” 

The God who made a way of escape 
from the bondage of a cruel master has 
kept Wacuka and enabled her to follow 
in the path he marked out for her. To- 
day she is a clever teacher. She stands 
at the crossroads of Light and Darkness. 
She stretches out a helping hand to 
many small girls as they flee from the 
Chief of Darkness. She calms their fears 
with her smile, and guides their feet 
to the sheltering arms of the Prince of 
Peace and Light. 


BLAKESLEE, Pa. 
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Christian Fellowship Tour 




















Visiting Alaska's Capital 
and Gold City 


UNEAU has been the territorial capi- 

tal of Alaska since 1912, and is the 
site of the territory’s government offices 
and official homes. The city was named 
for Joe Juneau, discoverer of gold in 
Silver Bow Basin three miles away. 

Despite the fact that Juneau is 1,033 
miles north of Seattle, it has less than 
one day of below-zero weather per 
year, and its average January tempera- 
ture is almost 38 degrees. 

As the Christian Fellowship liner sails 
into Gastineau Channel and approaches 
the city, Juneau will be seen pictur- 
esquely on the shore line at the foot 
of steep Mount Juneau, with Mount Rob- 
erts and Gastineau Peak near by. Most 
conspicuous of the city’s industries is 
the Alaska Juneau Mine, which employs 
about eight hundred men and mines 
about twelve thousand tons of gold- 
bearing ore daily. The great gold prop- 


erties of the district are owned partly © 


by the Rothschilds of England. 

At the waterfront will probably be 
seen patrol boats of the United States 
Bureau of Biological Survey and of the 
Alaska Game Commission. Fishing boats 
will be evident ‘n considerable number, 
for salmon fishing areas, equal to any 
in southeastern Alaska, are close by. 
The city is also the nearest port to the 
great halibut fishing banks at Icy Strait 
and Cross Sound. 
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A new steel bridge, completed in 1935, 
spans Gastineau Channel to connect 
Juneau with the town of Douglas, a city 
of homes, which was built during the 
operation of the Treadwell gold mine. 
This rich mine produced $60,000,000 in 
gold, but came to an end during the 
First World War when the mine tunnels 
collapsed and the sea rolled in. Pos- 
sible reopening of the mine has been 
investigated by engineers, and may some 
day be undertaken. 

Chief among the highlights of Juneau 
as a place of interest to visitors from 
the States is the Alaska Historical Mu- 
seum. It contains many Indian and 
territorial curios, and houses, the only 
complete Eskimo exhibit in existence. 

For many years the curator of the 
museum was the late Father Andrew P. 
Kashevaroff, Alaska pioneer and clergy- 
man of the Russian Greek Orthodox 
Church. He was personally so thor- 
oughly familiar with Alaskan life and 
history that he is credited with having 
assembled one of the best museum col- 
lections in the world. 

Nine miles from Juneau are Menden- 
hall Glacier and Auk Lake, famous for 
scenic grandeur. In summer the road 
to the glacier leads through astonishing 
flower fields, which are in strange con- 
trast to the perpetual snows of the peaks 
and the massive ice field of the glacier. 

Juneau has churches of nearly all de- 
nominations. It has many beautiful 
homes surrounded by well-kept lawns 
and flower gardens. Electric lights, tele- 
phones, up-to-date stores, a golf course, 
and other modern facilities are found 
there, just as in any progressive Amer- 
ican community of the present day. 

This year’s tour is the ninth annual 
Christian Fellowship vacation and is 
planned to embrace Alaskan and West- 
ern scenes and places that are most in- 
teresting and most enjoyed. The depart- 
ure date from Chicago is July 9. The 
Pacific Northwest, California, Zion Na- 
tional Park, and the Colorado Rockies 
will be visited. For information address 
John W. Lane, Jr., Associate Editor, The 
Sunday School Times, 325 N. 13th Street, 
Philadelphia. , 

we 


Dr. Buswell to be President of 
The National Bible Institute 


HE Board of Directors of The Na- 

tional Bible Institute of New York 
City have called James Oliver Buswell, 
Jr., D.D., LL.D., to the presidency to 
succeed Dr. Don Shelton, who passed 
away January 29. Dr. Buswell is now 
Professor of Systematic Theology and 
Apologetics in Faith Theological Semi- 
nary, Wilmington, Del., and will con- 
tinue to teach as many classes during 
the coming academic year as this year. 

Dr. Buswell was graduated from ‘the 
University of Minnesota in 1917, served 
as army chaplain in France, was 
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wounded in action and cited for courage 
and devotion to duty while under heavy 
enemy fire. After the war he completed 
his studies at McCormick Theological 
Seminary, Chicago, and at the Univer- 
sity of Chicago, from which he received 
the M.A. degree in 1924. He received 
the D.D. degree fromeDallas Theological 
College, and the LL.D. degree from 
Houghton College. For a time he served 
as pastor of the Perseverance Presbyte- 
rian Church in Milwaukee, Wis., and the 
Grace Reformed Church, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
He was President of Wheaton College 
from 1526 until last year. During his 
presidency the enrollment of the Col- 
lege more than trebled; it became the 
largest liberal arts college in Illinois, 
and was raised to the highest recog- 
nized scholastic classification, while re- 
maining true to the Christian faith. 

Dr. Buswell is the author of “Prob- 
lems in the Prayer Life,” “The Lamb of 
God” series, and numerous articles, in- 
cluding the present series on premillen- 
nialism in the TIMEs. 


we 


Bountiful Sowing and Reaping 





ROM all indications, the most fruit- 

ful year in the ministry of The Bible 
Institute Colportage Association of Chi- 
cago, founded by D. L. Moody in 1894, 
has just closed. The records show that 
the contributions to the Missionary Book 
Funds have made it possible for the As- 
sociation to distribute 2,690,970 pieces of 
Christian literature t6 the boys in the 
Army and Navy, and to those in the CCC 
and Migrant Camps; to patients in fed- 
eral and municipal hospitals and sana- 
toriums; to prisoners in federal and state 
penitentiaries; to boys and girls in 
mountain, Negro, and pioneer schools; 
and to the neglected peoples of Latin 
America, Philippine Islands, Africa, In- 
dia, French Louisiana, and other classes 
and countries. 

This “precious seed” that has been 
scattered during the past year was in the 
form of evangelical Christian books and 
booklets, Gospel tracts, and 1,153,985 
Scripture portions, such as the Horton 
edition of the Gospel of John, the Pocket 
Treasury, The Acts of the Apostles, and 
The Epistle to the Romans. A total of 
10,953 mountain, Negro, and pioneer 
schools were reached with the Gospel. 
To these were sent 279,065 copies of the 
Gospel of John with helps, and 298,176 
copies of pooks and booklets for supple- 
mental reading; also 39,873 copies of the 
Pocket Treasury and 24,441 copies of the 
New Testament were given to the boys 
and girls in these schools as prizes for 
memorizing Bible verses. Hundreds of 
teachers have told of the many pupils 
who have been helped and saved. 

One very encouraging feature of this 
printed-page ministry has been the 


eagerness with which the young men in 
the Army and Navy and CCC camps, 
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and those on the high seas have received 
the books. Many chaplains are glad to 
co-operate with the Association in plac- 
ing Christian literature in the hands of 
these young men, many of whom are 
away from home for the first time and 
are subject to new and alluring tempta- 
tions. The Word of God is an effective 
antidote. The Colportage Association 
asks its friends to pray that this min- 
istry shall be enlarged during this pres- 
ent fiscal year and made most effective 
in the salvation of precious souls. 





| With the New Books 


Teaching the Word of Truth. By Don- 
ald Grey Barnhouse, D.D. (Revelation 
Book Service, 300 South 17th St., Phila- 
delphia, $2.) The lessons in this fine 
volume of 189 pages are the product of 
fourteen years’ work in the Sunday 
school of the Tenth Presbyterian Church 
in Philadelphia, of which Dr. Barnhouse 
is pastor. They represent the combined 
effort of the author, and Mrs. Barn- 
house and Miss Elizabeth Haven (now 
Mrs. Maxwell D. Lathrop, a missionary 
in Mexico), all of whom are gifted 
workers among children and young peo- 
ple. There are four complete courses 
of lessons, each divided into five topics, 
with four lessons on each topic, making 
a total of eighty lessons. In addition 
there are valuable hints for teachers, 
instructions for five Bible games to be 
played with the children, and ten test 
questions on each of the five topics in 
each course. 

The lessons themselves make up the 
main body of the book, which is printed 
in large type on good paper and strongly 
bound in an attractive cloth cover. In 
each lesson there is a brief, pointed out- 
line; about a page and a half devoted to 
telling the teacher exactly how to teach 
it, with appropriate Scripture references; 
suggestions for the pupils’ notebooks; 
and a simple drawing or outline to be 
done on the blackboard. These draw- 
ings are purposely done with a few sim- 
ple lines, so that no teacher need be 
afraid to try to copy them. The topics 
in the first course, for example, are: 
Sin, Salvation, The Believer’s Two Na- 
tures, Faith and Works, and Eternal Life, 
each of which is divided into four les- 
sons. In the other courses there are 
such topics as: Christ Our Deliverer, 
Acceptable Prayer, Second Coming of 
Christ, The Bible, Salvation and Re- 
wards, Satan, Full Assurance, and The 
Dispensations. 

The main fundamentals of the Chris- 
tian faith are here given in a form that 
has been and can be again easily taught 
to children. These lessons have grown 
out of actual experience. The volume 
makes an exceptionally fine handbook 
for child evangelism classes, weekday 
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religious instruction in the schools, Sun- 
day school courses, and young people’s 
societies; and many Christian parents 
will welcome it for use on Sunday aft- 
ernoons or at family worship in their 
own homes. 


The Great Apostle and the Great 
Epistles. By W. J. Cross, Sr. (Mrs. Etta 
Cross, 837 Neubert Ave., Flint, Mich., 25 
cents.) The Book of Acts is called so 
because it is a book of action. The key 
text is Acts 1:8 which may well be 
translated, “Ye shall receive power, the 
Holy Spirit coming upon you, and ye 
shall be martyrs unto me—” This is an 
arresting beginning for an interesting 
study, and one which is also timely in 
respect to the present International 
Uniform Sunday School Lessons. 

With well chosen words Mr. Cross 
pictures the infant church against a 
background of Jewish decadence and 
traces its growth through initial suc- 
cesses, persecutions, conflicts with pa- 
ganism, and amalgamation with various 
conflicting elements. The comparison 
drawn between the ministries of Peter 
and Paul will give many readers a sur- 
prise because of its exact parallelism. 
The book’s second portion flows 
smoothly through the narrative of Paul’s 
life,—his early training, unique con- 
version, his great commission, and its 
fulfillment in a life of unparalleled 
evangelism and literary productiveness. 

Mr. Cross then takes up, somewhat 
more briefly, the study of Romans, which 
he declares to be the foundation docu- 
ment intended to set forth clearly and 
concisely God’s plan of salvation. The 
reader is given also a panoramic view 
of the other Pauline Epistles, which 
show how fully Christ was appropriated 
by the early Church and how his prin- 
ciples were applied to its daily life. 





For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 
Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 








Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


June 2 to 8 

Mon.—Matthew 28:16-20. Christ’s Commission. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “All power is 
given unto me in heaven and in earth. 
Go ye therefore, and teach all nations 
. . . to observe all things whatsoever I 
have commanded you: and, lo, I am 
with you alway, even unto the end of 
the world.” Our Lord entrusted world- 
wide preaching of his Gospel to his 
servants. You are called upon by Christ 
to spread the Gospel to the limit of your 
ability. “The uttermost part of the 
earth” is the goal for the saving mes- 
sage. The power of Christ necessary for 
accomplishment is available. Pray for 
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Flags from DIETZ 


U. S. and Church—Mounted and 
Unmounted—Silk, wool or cotton. 
All sizes; low prices. Churches 
need flags now. Write for cir- 
cular giving proper use of Flags 
—also FREE Catalog of Church 
and Sunday School Supplies. 


WILLIAM H. DIETZ 
Dept. 16F 10 $0. Webash Ave. Chicago, lll. 


By Ruth Paxson 


CALLED UNTO HOLINESS 
A deeper study of great truths of Scripture. 126 pages, 20¢ 
RIVERS OF LIVING WATER 
Advocating the Spirit-controlled life for all believers. 
124 pages, 20c 
BIBLE STUDIES IN 
GOD’S PLAN OF REDEMPTION 
To hid every searcher of the Word in Bible study. 25c 
The thoughtful, prayerful reading of these books has 
transformed many lives. 


THE BIBLE INSTITUTE COLPORTAGE ASS’'N 
837 N. Wells Street Chicago, Illinois 



































more Christian marriages, that Chris- 
tians may be equally yoked. 
Tues.—Acts 1:6-8.. The Field Is the World. 
PRAYER SvuGGESTIONS: “The uttermost 
part of the earth.” The boundaries for 
the Gospel testimony are world wide. 
“The uttermost part of the earth” still 
waits for the message of salvation. 
Christ’s earlier witnesses have finished 
their course. It is now cur task to give 
God’s Word to regions beyond. All must 
be given equal opportunity to hear the 
wonderful story of God’s love. Pray for 
spiritual renewal and increase in the 
Church. 


Wed.—Acts 12:25 to 13:3. A Missionary Church. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “When they had 
fasted and prayed, and laid their hands 
on them, they sent them away.” The 
church at Antioch sent her best mem- 
bers to preach the Gospel to the heathen. 
God gives his best to them that make 
the best sacrifices for his cause. The 
last verses of chapter 14 tell of the bless- 
ing received by the home church when 
these famous missionaries returned. The 
happiest churches are missionary 
churches. Pray for young missionaries 
experiencing difficulty in the commence- 
ment of their work for Christ in foreign 
lands. 
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Thurs.—Acts 13:4-12. The. Mission to Cyprus. 
Prayer Suacestions: “They sailed to 


Cyprus.” This island was the first point’ 


reached by Paul on his first missionary 
tour. Accompanied by Barnabas, and 
John Mark as a helper, Paul preached in 
the synagogues of the Jews throughout 
the island. Although greatly opposed by 
Satan, their missionary work ended in 
blessing and victory. When God’s will 
is done in God’s time and way, we are 
sure to reap a good measure of God’s 
favor. Pray for more God-called, Spirit- 
anointed ministers in the homeland. 


Fri.—Isaiah 6:1-8. A Prophet’s Commission. 

PRAYER SvuGGESTIONS: “Whom shall I 
send, and who will go for us?” Isaiah’s 
vision of God came before he heard 
God’s call to preach. We must know 
God before we can serve him. They 
serve best who know him best. When 
you know what God wants you to do, 
say: “Here am I; send me.” The folks 
who say, “Woe is me,” are most likely 
to say, “Send me.” Pray for blessing 
upon open air preaching. 
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Sat.—Romans 15:15-21. Spreading the Gospel. 

PRAYER SvuGGesTions: “I have fully 
preached the gospel of Christ.” Paul 
determined in the Spirit that people 
everywhere should have ‘the chance to 
hear the Gospel of Christ. World-wide 
preaching of the saving message is still 
God’s will, man’s necessity, and the 
Church’s business. Getting the Gospel 
to the neglected peoples is our respon- 
sibility. Pray that Christian men in the 
Army and Navy may be faithful and 
active for Christ. 


Sun.—lIsaiah 42:6-10. The Lord’s Promise. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “New things.” 

God loves new things. Pray for new 

things in your heart and life. The Lord 


who loved you and bled for you has - 


more blessings for you than can be num- 
bered. Remember the promise is “new 
things.” Wonderful blessings for you, 
your family, and church await your ask- 
ing in the name of Christ. “Ask, and 
ye shall receive.” Pray that Christians in 
colleges and universities may be bold in 
witnessing for Christ to their classmates. 





See ALASKA 





... with the 9th Annual 
CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP TOUR 


This is your cordial invitation to 
leave Chicago July 9, aboard the 
North Coast Limited, with congenial 
fellow travelers, for the vacation trip 
of your dreams. Beside your wonder- 
ful, 12-day cruise to Southeastern 
and Southwestern Alaska, special 
sightseeing has been planned for you 
in the Pacific Northwest, California, 
and Utah. For full information and 
costs from your home town, fill out 


and mail the coupon. 
there is no obligation. 


Of course, 
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1 Mr. John W. Lane, Jr., 
| Sunday School Times, 
| 325 N. 13th St., Phila., Pa. 
Dear Mr. Lane: Please send me complete de- 


I tails and round trip cost of the “Christian Fellowship 
| Tour” to Alaska, from my home town. 
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Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, in the 
United States and Possessions. These 
rates include postage. 


$2.25—One ecopy, or any number of * 
copies less than five, $2.25 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $8.75. 


$1.75—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to 
one address, $1.75 each, per year. 


CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


For each Canadian subscription add 25 cents 
to these rates for postage. For each foreign 
subscription add 50 cents for postage. 


SPECIAL NOTICE TO CANADIAN READERS 


The official exchange rate between Canada 
and the United States having been fixed at 
11 per cent, THe Sunpay ScHoo,t Times sug- 
gests to its valued Canadian subscribers 
that they forward money for subscriptions 
by .Canadian Post Office Money ‘Order in 
order to avoid the additional charge (in 
addition to the 11 per cent) frequently made 
on remittances by check sent to the Times. 

At the beginning of this exchange situa- 
tion the Times notified its Canadian Club 
Secretaries to collect the usual club sub- 
scription ($2) and remit as they usually do, 
with the understanding that the Tres 
would enter that group of subscriptions for 
the number of weeks the amount thus re- 
ceived on their remittance would pay for. 

Shortening the subscription period by five 
weeks seems to be satisfactory to the Can- 
adian friends, as five weeks covers the 11 
per cent exchange. 

Whenever the exchange rate goes above 
the 11 per cent official rate, as it frequently 
does, the Tres bears the additional ex- 
change cost. (It has been as high as 20 
per cent.) 

Sending remittance by Canadian Post Of- 
fice Money Orders avoids the additional 
exchange cost, and is therefore the best plan 
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each, per year. a 
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